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You're getting married! This packet is designed to help you as 
you begin planning your wedding ceremony at Brecksville 
United Methodist Church. 

A wedding held in a church is a Christian service of 
worship.  The purpose of a wedding is not only to legally create 
a marriage, but to allow an opportunity for a marriage to begin 
in the presence of God.  The vows taken are promised in the 
sight of God.  The friends and family who take part in the 
wedding are present as witnesses and also to surround a bride 
and groom with love and blessings. 

Throughout all the planning, it should never be forgotten that 
the wedding is a holy event.  This will affect the kinds of words 
spoken, music played, decorations used, and general demeanor 
of the family and wedding party. 

As you begin preparing for your wedding, feel free to ask 
questions by phone, e-mail or in person and be sure to inform us 
as decisions or changes are made. The church offices are open 
Monday through Thursday, 8:30 am– 4:30 pm and Friday from 
8:30 am—12:30 pm. 

We are pleased that you have chosen Brecksville United 
Methodist Church.  We pray that God will bless the two of you 
during this time of dreaming, planning and celebrating. 

Pre-marital counseling, using a program called Prepare and 
Enrich, is an opportunity to discuss expectations, set realistic 
goals, and develop tools to work through conflict.  Counseling 
prior to marriage help put strongholds in place for long-lasting 
respect, friendship and happiness.  All essential ingredients for 
a happy life together!  Please contact me at least 6 months 
before your ceremony to schedule.  Peace and Love, 



In addition to the traditional elements, you may add other ceremonies to your  
service that have meaning for you in terms of your faith or your family. 
 

Other Readings—Poetry, a reading about marriage or love, something that the couples have written for 
each other. . . .please arrange to let the pastor see the materials before including them in the service. 
 

A Unity Candle—A symbolic ritual reminding the couple that in marriage “two become one.” There are 
some other things that can be done such as pouring two colors of sand into one container, to symbolize 
the joining of your lives. 
 

Family flowers—Flowers given to parents and sometimes grandparents as a gesture of love and 
gratitude. 
 

A moment for children in a blended family—if the bride or groom or both have children, we may 
incorporate a special moment of promise and love for them in the ceremony. 
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I, Name, take you, Name, to be my wife/husband, 
 To have and to hold 
 From this day forward 
 For better, for worse, 
 For richer, for poorer, 
 In sickness and in health, 
 To love and to cherish, 
 Until we are parted by death. 
 This is my solemn vow. 

Name, I give you this ring 
 As a sign of my vow 

 And with all that I am 

 And all that I have, 
 I honor you. 

ftÅÑÄx bÜwxÜ Éy jxww|Çz VxÜxÅÉÇç 
 

Processional 

Greeting 

Declaration of Intention 

Prayer 

Scripture 

Message 

The Marriage 

 Exchange of Vows 

 Blessing & Exchanging of Rings 

 Lighting of the Unity Candle (if desired) 

 Declaration of Marriage 

 Blessing of Marriage 

Benediction 

Introduction of the Bridal Couple 

Recessional 



Genesis 1:26-28, 31a The creation of man and woman 

Ruth 1:16b-17 Where you go, I will go 

Song of Solomon 2:10-14, 16a; 8:6-7 Love is strong as death 

Isaiah 43:1-7 You are precious in God’s eyes 

Isaiah 55:10-13 You shall go out in joy 

Isaiah  61:10-62:3 Rejoice in the Lord 

Isaiah 63:7-9 The steadfast love of the Lord 

Romans 12:1-2, 9-18 The life of a Christian 

1 Corinthians 13 The greatest of these is love 

2 Corinthians 5:14-17 In Christ we are a new creation 

Ephesians 2:4-10 God’s love for us 

Ephesians 4:1-6 Called to the one hope 

Ephesians 4:25-5:2 Members one of another 

Philippians 2:1-2 The Christlike spirit 

Philippians 4:4-9 Rejoice in the Lord 

Colossians 3:12-17 Live in love and thanksgiving 

1 John 3:18-24 Love one another 

1 John 4:7-16 God is love 

Revelation 19:1, 5-9a The wedding feast of the Lamb 

Matthew 5:1-10 The Beatitudes 

Matthew 7:21, 24-27 A house built upon a rock 

Mark 2:18-22 Joy in Christ as at a wedding 

Mark 10:42-45 True greatness 

John 2:1-11 The marriage feast at Cana 

John 15:9-17 Remain in Christ’s love 
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At least 6 months ahead 

___  Schedule time with the Pastor 

 

At least 2 months ahead 

___  Meet with wedding coordinator 

___  Meet with music director 

 

At least 1 month ahead 

___ Get a marriage license from the     

          county of the bride’s residence 

 

At least 2 weeks ahead 

___ Final payments due to the church 

___ Print bulletins 

 

The Rehearsal 

___  Bring marriage license,  

           decorations,  and bulletins 
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The main sanctuary seats 240 plus 60 in the balcony.  The chapel may seat up to 30 for 
a small wedding. There is a piano and an organ in the chapel.  The Chapel is not air 
conditioned. 
 

The bride and her wedding party can use the nursery and toddler rooms before the 
ceremony for dressing or final preparations.  These rooms are air-conditioned with 
their own restroom and a full length mirror on one door.  They are also convenient to 
the sanctuary.  The groom and groomsmen can gather in room 201, on the other side of 
the Sanctuary, a private room with easy access to restrooms.  
 

No smoking or alcoholic beverages are permitted on the premises. 
 

WxvÉÜtà|ÉÇá   
The church is an ideal setting for a wedding and minimal decorations are needed to set 
the tone.  If you are providing your own pew decorations (there are 28 pews) and 
candles, plan to bring them to the rehearsal and put them up that evening.  You must 
provide your own clips for pew decorations, or you may choose to tie them on with a 
ribbon around the top of the pew.  No tape, tacks, or nails.   
 

Flowers: Please discuss flowers with the wedding coordinator .  
 

Unity Candle:  If you want to have a unity candle ceremony, you will need to 
provide a pillar candle (5” base) and two tapers at least 10” long. 
 

Candelabra: The candelabra take 7 candles each (14 total).  Regular  taper  
candles, no less than 12 inches high.  
 

Aisle Runner: The center  aisle of the church is 60 feet in length. 
 

Petals, Bubbles, Etc. Please do not use real flower  petals in the church.  Silk petals 
may be used, but must be picked up after the service.  Please do not use rice, seeds or 
confetti, even outside.  Real flower petals,  bubbles, or bells can be used outside to 
greet the bride and groom. 
 

Note: Extra clean up that requires additional time by the custodian (such as 
flower petals) or damage to the facilities will result in additional charges. To help 
offset tuning costs, moving the piano will incur an additional $25 fee. 
 

c{ÉàÉzÜtÑ{ç 
Plan to have all photography completed by two hours after the scheduled wedding start 
time.  The custodian will arrive at that time to begin cleaning. The wedding 
photographer or videographer may take pictures during the ceremony but may not be in 
the chancel area. 
 

jxww|Çz Yxxá 
Fees can be paid by check or online—www.onrealm.org/BrecksvilleMethodist/give 
 

• Sanctuary Use  $ 500  or  Chapel Use (up to 30 guests) $ 100 

• Clergy Time & Counsel $ 350 and Premarital Assessment $ 35 

• Music Director $ 250 

• Custodian $ 100 

• Wedding Coordinator $ 250 

• Audio/Visual Technician $50 

 

Weddings scheduled on a holiday weekend will pay an extra 20% in personnel fees.   



Air on G String *** Bach 

Allegro Maestoso from Water Music*** Georg Frederick Handel 

Arioso* Bach 

Bridal Chorus - “Here Comes the Bride”*** Richard Wagner 

Canon in D*** Johann Pachelbel 

Hymne*** Vangelis 

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring*** Bach 

Largo from Xerxes* George Frederick Handel 

Meditation from Thais* Massenet 

Ode to Joy*** Ludwig van Beethoven 

Overture or The Rejoicing from Fireworks Music*** Georg Frederick Handel 

Prelude to the Te Deum Marc-Antoine Charpentier 

Rondeau Jean-Joseph Mouret 

Trumpet Tune Henry Purcell 

Trumpet Voluntary Henry Purcell 

Wedding March - “traditional” Felix Mendelssohn 

Wedding March from The Sound of Music Rodgers & Hammerstein 

 

* Available for violin     **Available for piano   *** Available for both violin and piano 

Your choice of violin or piano is available from our church Music Director.  If you choose to 

have both violin nd piano for your ceremony, there will be an additional $100 fee. 

cÜÉvxáá|ÉÇtÄ tÇw exvxáá|ÉÇtÄ `âá|v 

Adding other instruments to the mix can really set the mood for your ceremony. For example: 
• trumpet has a brilliant and formal effect; 
• harp has an inspired and elegant effect; 
• violin has a sincere and heart-felt effect; 
• bagpipes have a rustic or outdoors effect; 
• flutes have a lyrical effect 
 

Most instrumentalists except harp charge $150 to play at a wedding. 
 

Please let the music director know as soon as possible if you would like to hire any additional 
instrumentalists for your wedding so we may get them scheduled. 

Prelude 

Seating of the Mothers optional 

Attendants' Processional 

Bride's Processional 

Congregational Hymn optional 

Unity Candle optional 

Vocal Solo optional  

Recessional  
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Amazing Grace UMH 378 

And On This Day Tina English 

As Man and Woman We Were Made UMH 642 

Ave Maria Schubert 

Ave Maria Bach/Gounod 

Ave Verum Mozart 

Blest Are Those Who Love You  (Psalm 128) Marty Haugen 

Center of My Life (Psalm 16) Paul Inwood 

Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine UMH 606 

Come, My Way, My Truth  UMH 164 

Covenant Hymn Gary Daigle 

Dona Nobis Pacem UMH 376 

For the Beauty of the Earth UMH 92 

God, Whose Love Is Reigning O'er Us UMH 100 

Grow Old With Me John Lennon 

Here I Am, Lord UMH 593 

Holy God, We Praise Thy Name UMH 79 

How Beautiful Twila Paris 

I Will Be Here Steven Curtis Chapman 

In This Very Room Ron Harris / Sandi Patty 

Irish Wedding Song Andy Coony 

Jesus, Joy of Our Desiring UMH 644 

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You UMH 89 

Let There Be Peace On Earth UMH 431 

Love Will Be Our Home Steven Curtis Chapman 

Make Me a Channel of Your Peace FWS 2171 

O Perfect Love UMH 645 

On Eagle's Wings UMH 143 

One Hand, One Heart Leonard Bernstein 

Panis Angelicus César Franck 

Simple Gifts Shaker Song 

Sunrise, Sunset Jerry Bock 

Taste and See (Psalm 34)   FSW 2267 

The Gift of Love UMH 408 

The Lord Bless You and Keep You Peter Lutkin 

The Lord's Prayer Albert Hay Malotte 

The Prayer David Foster /Carole Sager 

The Servant Song FWS 2222 

The Wedding Song [There Is Love] Paul Stookey 

We Are Many Parts Marty Haugen 

When Love Is Found UMH 643 

Where Charity and Love Prevail UMH 549 

You Raise Me Up Josh Groben 

Your Love, O God, Has Called Us Here UMH 647 
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Brecksville United Methodist Church 

65 Public Square, Brecksville, Ohio 44141 

 

440-526-8938 

office@brecksvilleumc.com 

www.brecksvilleumc.com 
 

Rev. Heidi Welch, Senior Pastor, pastor@brecksvilleumc.com 

 

Jessica & Catherine Vastartis, Wedding Coordinators 

weddings@brecksvilleumc.com 

 

Malik Khalfani, Director of Music, music@brecksvilleumc.com 

 

Jeffrey and Scott Hastings, Facilities Managers 

Our primary parking lot is accessed from Route 21.  

Use this address for GPS:  8870 Brecksville Road 


