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Before  After  

WORKING TOGETHER TO REHAB THREE HOMES 
IN THE BUCKEYE NEIGHBORHOOD THIS SUMMER! 

OUR CHURCH PROVIDES: 

1/12 THE FUNDS 

1/12 THE LABOR 

1/12 THE PRAYERS 

Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity believes in a 
world where everyone has a decent place to live.  They 
work to end substandard housing by renovating sim-
ple, decent, affordable houses for lower income fami-
lies.  This summer, Brecksville United Methodist 
Church will help renovate 3 homes.  We need 8 volun-
teers to work on site on each of three days: July 28, 
July 30, and August 4. Call the office to sign up! If you 
canõt work on site, you can help by donating towards 
our goal of $4,000, by providing lunch to our work 
team, and by praying for the work of the project and 
the people weõll be serving. Learn more about the pro-
ject at the display in the Parlor.  Thank you! 

Student Recital  

On Saturday, April 9, at 7:30 pm, come hear the best and 
the brightest of our young musicians at BUMC. This recital 
will feature solos and ensembles by a variety of vocalists 
and instrumentalists, and this year's Music/Worship schol-
arship winners will also be announced. Following intermis-
sion, we will be treated to a 30-minute set by the BBHHS 
Jazz Ensemble. Donõt miss this awesome night of music! 

 

Brecksville Broadview Heights  

Community Chorus  Spring Concert 

This year the Community Chorus will give their annual 
spring concert across the street at Brecksville United 
Church of Christ. Join them on Sunday, April 10, at 4:00 
pm for some of the very best of traditional American mu-
sic. Under the direction of Joy Parker, the program offers a 
little something for everyone! Come early. Parking and 
seating will fill up fast! 

 

Youth Chorus Festival Concerts: Give Us Hope! 

The Brecksville Broadview Heights Youth Choruses are 
teaming up with the Hudson Community Childrenõs Cho-
rus and Youth Chorus to present a pair of festival concerts 
that you wonõt want to miss! You have two opportunities 
to catch a phenomenal program featuring a program of 
high-energy multi-cultural music and inspirational messages 
around themes of vision and hope. A free-will offering will 
be collected at both programs, and all money raised will go 
to provide musical opportunities for students in impover-
ished areas, both in the United States and abroad. 
¶ Sunday, April 24 at 4:00 pm ð  

Brecksville United Methodist Church 
¶ Sunday, April 30 at 5:00 pm ð  

Christ Church Episcopal, Hudson 
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Rev. Clark Stein,  Senior Pastor 

A couple had two little boys, ages eight and ten, 
who were excessively mischievous. The two 
were always getting into trouble and their par-
ents could be assured that if any mischief oc-
curred in their small town, their two young 
sons were in some way involved. The parents 
were at wits end as to what to do about their 
sonsõ behavior. 

The mother had heard that a clergyman in 
town had been successful disciplining children 
in the past, so she asked her husband if he 
thought they should send the boys to speak with the clergyman. The husband 
said, òWe might as well. We need to do something before I really lose my tem-
per.ó The clergyman agreed to speak with the boys, but asked to speak with 
them individually. 

The eight year old went to meet with him first. The clergyman sat the boy 
down and asked him sternly, òWhere is God?ó 

The boy made no response, so the clergyman repeated the question in an even 
sterner tone, òWhere is God?ó 

Again, the boy made no attempt to answer. So the clergyman raised his voice 
even more and shook his finger in the boys direction, òWHERE IS GOD?ó 

At that, the boy bolted from the room and ran straight home, slamming him-
self in the closet. 

His older brother followed him into the closet and said, òWhat happened?ó 

The younger brother replied, òWe are in BIG trouble this time. God is missing 
and they think we did it.ó 

Spring is busting out all over. Signs of new life surround us, as flowers push 
their way up through now unfrozen ground. Birds are singing, nesting, getting 
ready to nurse new birdies. And a tomb stands empty, another certain sign of 
new life. The occupant is no longer there. He lives, missing from the tomb, 
moving on ahead.  

As I get older, it is increasingly interesting to me that God is a God of empty 
spaces. From still small voices, to the empty space beneath the stretching 
wings atop the Ark of the Covenant, to the empty space of a once occupied 
place of death, God is understood to occupy these places. As visible signs of 
new life, from flowers and buds, to birds and their young, make their way into 
our sight, may we also dare to look at the empty space of that tomb.   

And that peek isnõt just into Jesusõ old resting place, but you can be guaranteed 
that your own tomb will be just as empty someday.  New life walks the roads 
of creation. Anybody got an òAlleluiaó deep inside for that? Happy Spring! 

Abiding Peace, 

Mark 16:1-8 

8:45 Contemporary Worship 

10 Education Hour 

Classes for All Ages!  

11:15 Traditional Worship 

Where is God?  
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Bring your old glasses to the 

coat room collection bin (near 

Fellowship Hall). Our UMW 

delivers them to eye doctors 

who recycle them for those in 

need! 

New Life for Old Glasses  

 
 
 
Our April Coffee Hour hosts 

will be  

Church & Society 
Thank you, March hosts 

Trustees! 

Save the Date!  

Mark your calendars for our Annual 
Scholarship Golf Outing, to be held 
on Saturday, June 18, at Briarwood 
Country Club. There are so many 
ways you can get involved and be a 
part of this incredibly fun and fami-
ly-friendly event that enables our 
Music/Worship Scholarship for 
graduating seniors. 

High School Youth Group meets every Sunday night from 7-9 pm (7-

8 pm during All-Youth Dinner weeks) in the Youth Room! Join us as we spend 
time growing in community and discussing some of our toughest faith and life 
questionséplus the occasional game of hide-n-seek! This time is open to all 
ninth to twelfth grade students and their friends. Please note, we will NOT 
have High School Youth Group on April 17. 

Middle School Youth Group  meets Wednesday afternoons from 3-

4:30 pm in the Youth Room. All sixth through eighth graders are invited to 
join us for this awesome time of skits, Bible study, and plenty of snacks. See 
you there! 

Final YSP Payment and Meeting , April 10 ð All students planning 

to attend this summerõs YSP trip, please remember that your final payment of 
$100 is due at our meeting on April 10. Please also bring your completed Par-
ticipant Information Form to this meeting (directions sent via email). If you are 
unable to attend this meeting, please email youth@brecksvilleumc.com! 

GoApe! Zipline and Treetop Adventure  ð Join us for a fun trip 

to GoApe! in the Strongsville Metroparks on May 8! The course includes 5 zi-
plines and 42 treetop obstacles, including a Tarzan swing, spiderõs web, and 
jungle crossing. The non-refundable cost is $50 per person and is due by April 
3 (to reserve our timeslot at the course). Email Courtney at 
youth@brecksvilleumc.com or text (440)537-5508 if you have questions! 

Youth Annual Conference  ð This yearõs Youth Annual Conference 

(YAC) is scheduled for June 10-12 at Lakeside, Ohio. This awesome weekend 
of retreat, worship, and training is open to all middle and high school students! 
The cost is $60 per person, and includes transportation, lodging, registration, a 
t-shirt, and food for the whole weekend! Contact Courtney today at 
youth@brecksvilleumc.com or (440)537-5508 to reserve your spot or for more 
information.  

Important Confirmation Dates:  

¶ April 9 ð Final trip to Twice Blessed Free Store 

¶ May 5 ð Confirmation Dress Rehearsal 

¶ May 15 ð Confirmation Sunday 

Youth Service Project Plant Sale  ð The annual YSP Plant Sale is 

underway! This is your chance to support our youth ministry program while 
simultaneously stocking up on all of your annual flats, hanging baskets, and 
potted herbs and geraniums. Pick up your order form in the Parlor, outside the 
church office, or online (www.brecksvilleumc.com/plants) and help support 
our summer mission trip! All orders and payments are due by April 17, and 
plant pick-up is May 7 from 10 am-noon. 

mailto:youth@brecksvilleumc.com
mailto:youth@brecksvilleumc.com
mailto:youth@brecksvilleumc.com
http://www.brecksvilleumc.com/plants


 

 UMW Meeting, Thursday, April 7.  Cleveland in the 1800õs will be the topic 

of discussion at the April 7 United Methodist Women meeting.  The morning 

begins at 9:30 with a continental breakfast and fellowship.  At 10 oõclock, 

speaker Karen Lakus, Cultural Interpreter for Cleveland Metro Parks will 

begin her presentation.  All are welcome.  Hope to see you there!  

Helping Girls with a Basic Need 
Through the end of April, 
UMW will be collecting do-
nations of underwear, bras, 
and socks for the Westside 
Community House West Side 
Sisterhood, an after-school 
and summer arts program 

preparing girls from Clevelandõs west side for 
womanhood and their life beyond.  The items are 
for girls age 10 to 18. Can you help?  There will 
be a box in the coat room for your dona-
tions.  Need more info? Contact Gretchen Mates: 
440-526-6481. 

Evening Circle, April 6  
What is music therapy?  
Brenda Calovini will answer 
that question with a special 
presentation at the April 6  
Evening Circle meeting.  If 
youõre 
curious 

about the benefits of music 
therapy, come to the Parlor 
at 7 pm.  All are welcome!  
Refreshments will be 
served! 

Canned Food Drive.  Hunger doesnõt take a 

break in the spring.  Help us fill the bin in the first 

floor coat room with non-perishable food, paper 

products and personal hygiene items.  This ongo-

ing ministry of the UMW, in partnership with the 

Brookside Food Center, continues year round!  

Help Wanted for Home Days! Grandmaõs Pies 

will be open for everyoneõs dining pleasure during 

Brecksville Home Days, June 24 to 26.  Can you 

smell those pies baking?  This labor of love is a 

big fundraiser for the UMW Mission Fund, but to 

make it happen this year, they need your help! If 

you can work the booth or help bake, please con-

tact Ruth Herman, 330-467-3237 or Mary Kotnik, 

330-467-4834.  


