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- CHRISTMAS EVE

3 pm- A Quiet Christmas
This meditative celebration of Christmas will be attentive
to the needs of people in need of a sacred space, for
reflection, healing & hope this Christmas.

5 pm- Family Service
The Christmas Story comes to life, as our players re
enact Mary and Josdpushds a

T service is geared towards children and families to help
&% remind us all of the true meaning of Christriias.
service closes with the singing of Silent Night as we pass
candlelight (glow sticks are provided, too!)
% : 8 pm- Service of Carols and Candles
s o8 Rejoice, for God is with us! In the darkness of our world
P shines Godds holy light.

the World and the lighting of Candles.

10 pm- Carols, Candles & Communion
Now there is reason to hope, to love, to laugh, to live.
God is truly with us. We are not alone!

Childcare will be available at all services.




Sunday Mornings are Special Here!
8:45 Worship with Live Band
11:15 Worship w/ Traditional Hymns

10:00 Classes for All Ages
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Help us tell God's story as it unfolds in our

FROM THE PASTOR

Three years ago, on the day before Christmas Eve, Rus and | stared at each
other: we had no idea what to have for Christmas Eve supper. | had to be at ¢
pm and 8 pm services, so whatever we ate needed to be quick and ready to ¢
as soon as | got home. We asked Jo:
tacos! o060 o0Tacos?6 | replied, o00On Ch
laughed at the silliness, and a Christmas tradition was born. We even came u
with a little jingle for our Christmastatess k Joseph and he.

Our family traditions might involve the food we eat, the trees we put up, or the
elves that sit on shelves. And while Jesus will always be the reason for the
season, traditions are often what
family members and create memories. Sometimes, though, due to
circumstances or life changes, these traditions change or are set aside. In the

same way, new traditions can be ad:
did before. (What did we eat before Christmas tacos??)

This year, wedre changing up Chri s
eat between services, weand geovieinrgy a

invited! If you find yourself wondering what to eat on Christmas Eve or
wanting to start a new tradition, join us in the Fellowship Hall after the 5 pm
service. | t-Key, &nd sineply a témle w0 eat ahd celeboate together

as a church family. When | asked R
know | |l ove cooking for peoplhiet dwh
the same to me!é

Rus and | have that in comnfiomany of our favorite memories are sitting
around a table, eating good food, laughing and sharing with friends and family
The best times are when people just keep coming and we have to add more
chairs and more plates, everyone moving over a bit to make space for the
newcomer. (What a great image for the church!) At any Welch holiday meal
with Rusd parents or grigpredpdree wtho,
related, but who feel like family and somehow make their way to the table. Sc
2019 is a year to combine this Welch tradition with our Christmas tacos. Mak
your way to the family table on

Christmas Exewe 0 | | set a
for you!
' i‘ Rev. Heidi Welch, Senior Pastor

TACOS!

church and community. Send us your news!
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! Chri stmas Parade Volunteer at the Fc«
¥ December 1 December 21

You're Invited to the Annual Christ-
mas Parade & Tree Lighting complete |
with Fireworks an
Ensemble on the square Sunday, De-
cember 1 at 4 pm. After the fireworks,
the community will gather in our Fel-

lowship Hall for cookies, hot chocolate "
and music from the Brecksville Com-

munity Chorus. Hope to see you there

Photo by Bill Rittman, 2018

Be a part of our church volunteer

team at the Greater Cleveland Food
Bank on Saturday, December 21.
Together, wedl | he
brothers and sisters! Sign up in the
lobby, or call the office. All

volunteers must also register

Christmas Extra
December 22 at 10 am

Kids in preschool through seventh
grade, bring mom and dad along &
have some Christmas fun in the Fq

) . onlingi -we 61 I  wal k ou
lowship Hall.Decorate cookies, ma y
crafts, play games and celebrate t
seasonHigh schoolers and college Christmas Car @&l Su

kidgi want to help run the activity

tables? Come enjoy a wonderful fa

day to stop the rushing and have a* == - S

great time together. Fun with popsi cl eOwyguestmusiciagis Machalat vy e
Comenschek, a double major in Mu-
sic Education and Vocal Perfor-

ﬁ/ldkv e rll t t LI a btg ri ndt h g ] his TmsBal mance at Cleveland State University.

ake a plan to slow it down and spend time with Jesus this - : .

lowship Hall Labyrinth will be set up from Monday, December 23 through A section leader at Soloq Communi-

Sunday, December 29. Meditate, pray or just enjoy a moment of sacred pe{cghurch, Machala previously

If they help you to center your thoughts, devotional books and prayer bookworked at The Cathedral of St. John

will be available on the sign in tal@all the office if you have questions. the Evangelist in Cleveland. She has

performed as a soloist and choir
member with various community

Christmas Offering choirs in our area. Machala is very
This year our Christmas offering will be shared with two organizations, oneexcited to partake in a new experi-
international and one domestic, each fighting against human trafficking. The e making music at Brecksville
International Justice Mission assists men, women and children who are vicgjm; d Methodist Church

of violence, forced labor, or sex trafficking. The organization works to prot ated Methodis uren.

people from violence by rescuing victims, bringing the criminals to justice,

restoring survivors to safety and strength, and helping local law enforcement

build a safe future that lasts. The Polaris Project, named for the North StarJ_ e t c') S g 0]
that guided many escaped slaves to freedom, operates the National Huma

Trafficking Resource Center hotline, conducts trainings and provides vita’ Wednesday, December 18
services to victims of trafficking. Polaris Project works to creatertang 5 pnii Meet @
solutions that move our society closer to a world without slavery. in Fellowship Hall

Fifth Sunday Music
Decembefi2®@ne Servi ce &

If you would like to support these ministries, please designate your gift
0OChristmas Offeringbé. Special C
in bulletins, or choose the Christmas Offering fund code with your electrc
gift.
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and a tithe

At the time of this printing, 95
commitment cards have been returne
to the church. If you were one of the
people making this commitment,
thank you!

By completing and returning a card,
you are expressing your intent and
affirming your desire to honor God in
2020. Returning a card makes it
possible for our church to plan and
implement important ministries.
Knowing your plans allows wise
management of resources throughou
the yearA// the ministries
implemented at our church are
dependent on the generosity and

participatian of
people like you!
I f you havenodt t g

please pick up a card at church (or on cageThi s

our website www.brecksvilleumc.com
and return it as soon as you can.

Dedi

(.

Habitat

Ho me

=

€7 THRIVENT
Faith Build

Phillina & Family
3326 Roehl Ave.

Ebony & Family
3322Roehl Ave.

The houses we worked on and
supported this summer are becoming
homes!
Saturday, December 21 at 11 am

St . Roccods &

Feed those
Friends

We have our first snow storm under our,
belt and are looking ahead to a few m 3
months of cold and blustery weatHér.
you dondt alreadyWy
er taking up this fun and satisfying hc
this winter. ‘

If you have the space to put up just on8
feeder, consider a tube feeder that you
can fill with black oil or safflower
seed.The black oil seeds are super high
Ain nutrition compared to the striped

seeds and there is minimal waste. You likely will see nuthatches, chickadee

titmice, juncos and chipping sparrows enjoying sunflower seed.

Safflower seed is a great option because the birds love it but the squirrels
dondt carelfdnlilt mys omgah!lrrel pr o
sunflower seeds and place a platform feeder filled with safflower seed right
on my deck railing. The larger birds (mourning doves, cardinals and blue ja
congregate here.

Nyjer or thistle seed attracts finches, but they will also enjoy both the sun-
flower and safflower seeds as well.

A suet feeder is also a great purchdsee has a cedar fin at the bottom

} that helps the larger woodpeckers rest their tail while they munch away on ¢

that energy filled fat mixed with dried fruits, nuts and sEeelsvoodpeck-
ers and blue jays also love the small amount of peanuts that | sprinkle on th
deck railing each morning.

AP 1av8rite feBd@rAshrly €nclosed dried mealworm féddae been work-
ing to train my beautiful backyard bluebirds to be brave enough to venture
nside th et has taken two fuII ars of sprinkling them on the outside
Bf?hg feed o tff]et tRe ?oqmoxX/ taII that deliciousness is inside the
year | decided that if the
ing to get fed. (I probably would have relented eventually as | love to see
them.) It worked! The other day | had four bluebirds in the feeder at once!
also get nuthatches, chickadees and titmice inside the feeder, but the grack
cdaot ni dotn sf!i t !

My deck also has a heated bird bath which offers both beverage service an
place to wash those feathers before a medenny Gee, Dir. of Christian Ed

A Healthy Bird is a Happy Bird
Keep these tips in mind if you want to feed the birds this winter:

1 Give your feeder a good cleaning occasionally throughout the winter anc

even more often if you continue to feed in the summer.

3205 Fulton Road, Cleveland
Open Houses 11:482:45 pm

1 Do not feed birds bread, crackers, cereal or any other processed
treats.Foods like this fill their bellies with lots of mass but little nutri-
tion. Birds have a difficult time processing salt out of their systems too,
so salted seeds and nuts are a bigpnt you make popcorn garland,
enjoy it on your tree or mantl e,

by M
At this yeards Hanging of the Gr ec

feeding stationThe edible decorations we make will be hung on our small
evergreen on the east side of the church building.



Loving God and Loving Others in

Last June | was elected as an alternate delegate to discussed budgets, number of bishops, and apportionments.

Jurisdictional Conference. | 6m sure many of _Y_ou kn
about General Conference, but may not be familiar We also learned about the many plans and petitions being

with Jurisdictional Con{PWiprhfpeGC20204hat coujd impact the struciuge ofsThe
_ _ UMC and what we claim to believe as a denomination.
The United Methodi st Ch génfeBléhsandpetiichs dall fdt & disSolvihgtoFtie Eurrént
gathers local churches into Districts, Districts into  structure and creation of several new Churches based on
Annual Conferences, and Annual Conferences into theological beliefs. Other plans keep the current structure
Jurisdictional Conferences (see map below). while giving churches who disagree with theological
Jurisdictional Conferences are within the United statements of the Church an
States, and outside the pndhIenbnhindtiors.* And stilPothér plghs Hawe Mdthing tb
Conferences. General Conference is where all do with theology and are only concerned with restructuring

Jurisdictional Conferences and Central Conferencesin order to make better sense in our current global context.

gather together every four years to discuss issues _ _ L _ _
related to the worldwide church. After General Discussions of division or dissolving the Church have been

Conference meets, each Jurisdiction meets to discudi@Ppening for decades. Although it seems to be stemming

issues related to that area; this is primarily the electilg”" ©m t he concern over the C

and placing of Bishops, and discerning how decision§€Xuality, it is much more than fhatis about how we _
made at General Conference will impact the understand biblical interpretation, how we feel called to live

Jurisdiction. out the Good News of Jesus Christ, and whether we can
continue to be united despite our differences.

Well . Wasndét that fun?
( lI'his al | mi ght sound a | itt

As a Jurisdictional d6|egate, [ gatherEd with other Worr)ﬁ in the New Year we will provide several
delegates from our Jurisdiction in Chicago Nov. 8 & @pportunities to learn and discuss these possibilities
for training and discus %?eﬁhér. We Wift dlso Wdufdn RagningaCcleadiVisibgfor d O
the pikedé at General CoBrec®RB¢e|2Q@2YMCGCHRZCNR. wVe |
calling in the months and years to come. Know this: no
o gm. .y matter what happens in the greater Church, what we do at
: JUI’IS(_ZlICtIOﬂS of Brecksville UMC will not change. We will continue to live

The United Methodist Church out our mission of loving God and loving others in this time

and in this place.

|l &m trying my best to remai
the greater Church while remaining focused on our local
ministry. As al ways, i f yo
hesitate to contact me. We

O

A statement from the Jurisdiction meeting is including on
the next page.

- Pastor Heidi
9
B Western Jurisdiction Want to learn mores?
South Central Jur.isd‘ict.ion 1 Take part in our Basic Bel
Southeastern Jurisdiction about the structure of the United Methodist Church and
[l Northeastern Jurisdiction what we Methodists believe.

I North Central Jurisdiction
1 Save the dates: Sundays January 12, 19 and 26

Brecksville United Methodist Church is in the North Coast

District of the East Ohio Conference, which is part 6fth&lot e, o0churchesodo refers t
North Central Jurisdiction refers to the greater Church/denomination.]



l of The United Methodist Church :

Gathering on November 8 and 9, 2019, in a crucial moment in the life of The United Methodist
Church, we, 140 members present and voting from the North Central Jurisdiction’s Annual
Conference delegations and the North Central Jurisdiction’s Mission Council, through honest,
prayerful dialogue, discerned the following:

e We as NCJ delegations acknowledge and apologize for the harm that is being done and
the escalation of potential harm that will begin January 1, 2020. We repent of the ways
we have abused our privilege and the ways that it has harmed the marginalized.

e We witness the Holy Spirit moving in our midst. We witness God's seeking, saving,
healing and liberating grace at work in our communities. We renew our commitment to
follow the Spirit’s leading and joining in God’s gracious work.

e We believe that God is not finished with the people called United Methodist. We renew
our commitment to lead our conferences, congregations and ministry settings in
“making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world” in just,
compassionate, creative, equitable and innovative ways.

e We call NCI laity, clergy, Annual Conferences and bishops to covenant to a moratorium
on complaints, charges and trials related to officiating same gendered weddings and

LGBTQIA+ identity and credentialing.

e We call laity, clergy, Annual Conferences, Boards of Ordained Ministry and bishops to
covenant for greater freedom and diversity for ministry with LGBTQIA+ people.

e We will hold accountable and support laity, clergy, Annual Conferences and bishops in
these commitments and calls.

e When we gather for the 2020 NCJ Conference, we desire to elect bishops who will join
us in these commitments and calls.

ADOPTED November 9, 2019

80% support, 18% does not support, 2% abstain



This year our Advent service will be a bit différene 6 | | be joining togethe
Feast! A Love Feast (or Agape Meal) is a meal focused on Christian fellowship,

recalling the meals Jesus shared with the disciples and expressing the koinonia

(community, sharing, fellowship) of the family of Christ. The Love Feast has been

woven throughout the Christian and Methodist history, and will be a great way to

connect with God and one another as we begin to prepare ourselves for the coming of

Christ. We will sit around tables in the Fellowship Hall and share food, prayer, song,

and conversation around various topics.

Whas a Love Hleansderd historyof going in the lives of others. Praise may take the form of

the Love Feast began when Count Zinzendorf and theymns, songs, choruses, or spoken exclamations and may
Moravians in Germany introduced a service of sharingary from the relative formality of an opening and closing
food, prayer, religious conversation, and hymnsin  hymn to spontaneous calling out of requests and singing as
1727. John Wesley first experienced it among the  the Spirit moves. Sometimes the leader guides those preser
Moravians in Savannah, Georgia, ten years later. His gjternating spontaneous singing and sharing in free and
diary notes: "After evening prayers, we joined with thegamiliar conversation for as long as the Spirit moves.

Germans in one of their lafeasts. It was begun and  wyesley counseled that all the above be done decently and ir
ended with thanksgiving and prayer, and celebrated iy der.

so decent and solemn a manner as a Christian of the b i< vital L . A fixed § ¢
apostolic age would have allowed to be worthy of rayer is vita tq alove egst. _ Ixe . orfm ot prayer may
Christ.” be used, especially something lik&dhe's

PrayeorBepresent at our table, Lord, that is familiar to the pe

and a regular part of Methodist society meetings in

Great Britain and throughout the Engisgheaking
world. As Methodists immigrated to North America
they made Love Feasts an important part of early
American Methodism.

Scripture is also important. There may be scripture
readings, or persons may quote Scripture spontaneously as
the Spirit moves. There may be a sermon, an exhortation,
or an address; but it should be informal and consist of the

leader's adding personal witness to what spontaneously
While Love Feasts became less frequent in the years comes from the congregation.

that followed, they continued to be held in some
places; and in recent years the Love Feast has been
revived.

The Love Feast may also be followed by a full meal, in
which case persons or families may bring dishes of food for

all to share. During the meal there may be informal
Congregational participation and leadership are usualjpnyersation in Christian fellowship, or the leader may
extensive and important, especially involving childrengirect the conversation by suggesting matters of mutual
Testimonies and praise are the focal pointin most ~ concern, or there may be spontaneous witnessing and
Love Feasts. Testimonies may include personal witneR&aise. If there is food left over, it may be taken as an
to God's grace or accounts of what God has been ~ €xpression of love to persons not preseifastor Heidi



