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All Church Pancake Breakfast 
Sunday, January 8 at 10 am in Fellowship Hall 

Plan to join us for the best darn pancakes in the land between services 
on January 8.  It is our way of saying thank you to all of our awesome 
volunteers that do so much throughout the year.  This church thrives 
on the many active members who share their time, gifts and talents eve-
ry day.  We just wouldn’t be what we are without our committee mem-
bers, teachers, musicians, closers, mowers, bakers, movers and shakers.  
Let’s all join together for a time of morning fellowship to say thanks to 
all these awesome folks! 

Great Chili Cook Off 
Saturday, January 21 at 6 pm in Fellowship Hall 

Who’s ready for some chili?  Brecksville UMC’s Great Chili Cook Off is 
for everyone—those who like to cook and those who like to eat! Do 
you have a favorite chili recipe? Do you  love chili?  Each year the event 
features a great variety of creations:  spicy, mild, hot, vegan, and surpris-
es and fun for the whole family!  Hope to see you there.  To sign up, 
call the church office  440-526-8938 or Ruth Herman 330-467-3237. 
There will also be a sign up table  at church on Sundays. Chili chefs, 
please register before January 15!  Hosted by Evangelism and the 
Brecksville United Methodist Women.  

Lunch Bunch—Second Tuesday of Each Month 
Tuesday, January 10 at noon in Fellowship Hall 

Once a month, we invite you to come spend your lunch hour with us!  
The church staff lovingly prepares the food and all we ask is that you 
come share it with us.  The January menu will feature lasagna, with op-
tions for both meat eaters and vegetarians.  Hope to see you there!  
RSVP on Sunday or by calling the church office at 440-526-8938. 

Happy New Year!   
January presents many opportunities to be in community 

with one another, including the three great events highlight-

ed below. Mark your new calendars and make plans to join 

us! 

Write it on  

your heart  

that every day  

is the best day in 

the year. 

- Ralph Waldo Emerson 

http://www.brecksvilleumc.com/root/bumconline/Newsletter/?pgid=The%20Good%20Word%20Newsletters%20in%20PDF%20format&pgcat=Online


 

 

Our Staff 
Phone: 440-526-8938 

 

Pastor:  
Rev. Clark Stein 

pastor@brecksvilleumc.com 
 

Associate Pastor, Visitation:  
Rev. Barbara Bartholomew 

associatepastor@brecksvilleumc.com 
 

Director of Christian Education: 
Jenny Gee 

education@brecksvilleumc.com 
 

Dir. of Outreach & Development:  
Joy E. Parker 

outreach@brecksvilleumc.com 
 

Director of Music:  
Adrienne Leska 

music@brecksvilleumc.com 
 

Youth Director:  
Dana Schwendeman 

youth@brecksvilleumc.com 
 
 

Church Treasurer: Becky Paroda 
finance@brecksvilleumc.com 

 

Office Manager: Melanie Smith 
office@brecksvilleumc.com 

 

Asst. Office Manager: Leslie Miller 
leslie@brecksvilleumc.com 

 

Church School Registrar:  
Joan Olszko 

 

Facility Managers:  
Jeff and Scott Hastings 

facilities@brecksvilleumc.com 
 

Published monthly by  
Brecksville United Methodist Church  
65 Public Square, Brecksville, OH 44141  

Article deadline 3rd Thursday monthly 
Editor, Melanie Smith 

office@brecksvilleumc.com 

Sunday Morning Worship 
8:45 Contemporary Worship 

10:00 Coffee & Classes for All Ages 
11:15 Traditional Worship 

The Crib and Toddler Room is open 
throughout the morning! 

Coffee Hour Hosts for January 

United Methodist Women 
Stop by the Parlor during the  

10 o’clock Sunday Education Hour for a 
treat and say hello! 

February Hosts: Finance Committee 

Prayer and Praise Notes  To 

request prayer through our 

Prayer Chain, call the Church 

Office 440.526.8938 or contact 

Elinor Rowan at 440.230.1540 

or  

elrowan33@aol.com.   

“Actually, I don’t have a sense of needing anything 

personally. I’ve learned by now to be quite content 

whatever my circumstances. I’m just as happy with little as with much, 

with much as with little. I’ve found the recipe for being happy whether 

full or hungry, hands full or hands empty. Whatever I have, wherever I 

am, I can make it through anything in the One who makes me who I 

am.”  -Philippians 4:11-13 

A group of people are touring the White House in Washington, D.C. As 

the tour ends they are waiting in line to sign the visitors’ register. A group 

of nuns are in line to sign the book, followed by a Jewish family with their 

young son, Sheldon. As they near the visitors’ register, young Sheldon 

loses patience and runs ahead to sign the book. However, his mother 

stops him and admonishes him by saying, “Wait till the nun signs, Shelly!” 

We enter the throat of winter, and I, like Shelly, can’t wait for the nun to 

sign. Much of the hullabaloo of all the holiday celebrations are boxed up. 

Decorations are stored in the closet or basement or attic for yet another 

year. We are now ready to hunker down for our long winter’s nap. Yet 

this month holds new beginnings. A New Year, a new President and 

Congress, new programs, new leaders, new opportunities, new people…I 

could go on but I think you know where this is going. Perhaps as the 

winds blow cold and we use our indoor voices, we are being afforded the 

chance to reorganize our priorities. This is think time, plan time, recom-

mit time, reconnoiter time. Enjoy the possibilities time, challenge yourself 

time. I can make it through anything in the One who makes me who I am 

time. 

In the meantime, I pray you will continue to poke your nose out in the 

cold and grey and meet me at church from time to time. For I believe that 

God still expects us to put our heads together, put our hearts together, 

put our hands together and work to change the world. Hope you are feel-

ing up to it. I am. 

Waiting with you for the nuns to sign, 

Waiting For The Nuns… 

Rev. Clark Stein, Senior Pastor 
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New Good Word Deadline 

Have something to share with 

your church family?  

Please make note of our new  
submission deadline 

the third THURSDAY  
of the month at 12:30 pm. 

Thank you! 

Leaning In & Reaching Out 
A Corner on Outreach, Mission & Ministry 
 
As we approach the new year, we’re very excited to share with you about some 
changes we are making in our committee structure. These changes are focused 
on 3 main priorities: 
 
 First, we want to invite members of our congregation (that includes you!) to 

serve in areas about which they are passionate and excited!  
 Second, we are serious about getting out into the community in new ways 

in 2017! 
 Third, and most important, we are always looking for ways to be intention-

al about our mission as United Methodists to make and mature disci-
ples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 
In that spirit, our first change is to merge Mission Committee and Evange-
lism Committee into what will now be our new Outreach Committee! The 
Outreach Committee will take on tasks that Mission Committee has handled, 
including the dispersal of mission funds and the organization of mission op-
portunities for the church family. The Outreach Committee will also explore 
ways that we can be more present in the community and reach out to individu-
als who may be looking for an inclusive church home. 
 
The second change is the formation of a new Fellowship Committee, which 
will take on many of the vitally important tasks our Evangelism Committee has 
been handling over the past several years. The Fellowship Committee will sup-
port events that build the life of our church family as well as considering new 
opportunities for people to come together as a community!  
 
There are also existing program committees that support the wonderful minis-
tries of this church: 
 
 Education, providing support to our Sunday school and Adult Education 

programs. 
 Music & Worship, providing concerts, scholarships, and events in the 

arts. 
 Church & Society, exploring justice issues and how we are called to be 

involved. 
 Youth Board, providing support for middle school and high school pro-

gramming. 
 
We are so excited to invite you to be a part of one of these ministry teams! If 
you want to learn more, talk about the formation of these new committees, or 
discover how you can become an active part of one of these teams, I would 
absolutely LOVE to talk with you! Give me a call at 216.702.7730 or email me 
at outreach@brecksvilleumc.com to open the conversation. 
 
   Peace in the Season, 
   Joy Parker 
   Director of Outreach & Development 

Thank you from the Evange-

lism Committee! Your Christmas 

cards for patients at Louis B 

Stokes Veterans hospital and gifts 

for the military family were deliv-

ered the week before Christmas. 

The family was so very thankful 

and moved by the many gifts you 

sent to them. You are the best and 

we truly thank you for all your 

support! 

The West Side Sisterhood Girls 

were thrilled with the gifts you 

sent them for Christmas, which 

were a highlight of their annual 

holiday sleepover party. You made 

their day! 

Planning to Get Fit in 2017? 

Join Kristin Bisco’s Monday Night 

Kickboxing Class! 

Mondays at 5:30 in 
Fellowship Hall 

Call 440-666-4846 for details. 

mailto:outreach@brecksvilleumc.com


 

 

As people of faith, we find God’s presence 
in those who have been blessings to us.  At 
our weekly staff meetings this month, we 
lifted up the following people in prayer, 
thanking God for them and the way they 
touch the lives of others.  People like Nick 
Mihalich, who performed here as a part of 
the Brecksville Broadview Heights High 
School Jazz Ensemble, and helped his 

bandmates feel welcome at his church; Hildegard Krueger and her daughter, 
Astrid, who contributed so many beautiful hand knit hats to our hat and mitten 
tree;  all of you who responded to the call for donations this Christmas Sea-
son—for the hat & mitten tree, for veterans, for the West Side Sisterhood, for 
our food tree for Brookside Food Center.  Your hearts are big!  For Joy’s father, 
Stephen Fenton, who built the frame for our Advent community art project.  
For Jane Petrie who has, for decades, provided lovely evergreen wreaths for our 
church doors for the Christmas season.  And for the Kwiatkowski family, who 
opened their beautiful home and hosted our middle schoolers Christmas party.  
We’re so thankful for you, one and all!  

January 10 at Noon 

LASAGNA 
Spend your lunch hour at BUMC. 

FREE if you RSVP! 

office@brecksvilleumc.com 

440-526-8938 

Do you have news to share?  

Contact Melanie!   

office@brecksvilleumc.com or  

440-526-8938 

Since our last issue, we learned of 

two friends who have left this 

world.   

Sally Bibler joined our church in 

1962.  A lengthy illness had kept 

her away from our doors in recent 

years and we were sad to learn of 

her passing in November. 

Marilyn Sutton, who was a mem-

ber of our church and a choir 

member some years ago, in the 

early years of this century, passed 

away on December 7.  

We remember them with fond-

ness and ask that you keep their 

families and friends in your pray-

ers.   

Kevin Schultz 1 

Katie Cline 2 

Betsy Bellingham 3 

Penny Lienert 3 

Michael Patrick 3 

Michelle Shively 3 

Emily Vincent 3 

Kaya Roberts 5 

Nate Machesky 6 

Claudia Monnett 6 

Megan Myers 6 

Margie Benedict 7 

Lucas Juniper 7 

Autumn Lasich 7 

Cole Mihalich 9 

David Vastartis 9 

James Vastartis 9 

Nathan Hulten 10 

Gerry McMaster 11 

Marc Vincent 11 

Bob Carson 12 

Jennifer Hoffman 13 

Jim Smith 13 

Steven Chen 14 

Maddy McBride 14 

Donna Sibits 14 

Scott Ford 15 

Donna Houston 15 

Marianne Nolan 15 

Sam Papp 15 

Joy Parker 15 

Adalaide Spitzer 15 

Lois Moston 16 

Aundrea Dumot 17 

Eliot Slifcak 17 

Kim Johnson 18 

  

Fred Loeffler 18 

Ellen Martin 18 

Jennifer Schneider 18 

Jessica Zawada 18 

Kaitlyn Ellis 20 

Brian Meek 20 

Dan Auble 21 

Pat Gordon 21 

Nate Bender 22 

Bob Nelson 22 

Bob Lundholm 24 

Colin Crouch 25 

Katie Hurder 25 

Sue Hastings 26 

Kimmer Cave 28 

Donna Culley 28 

Lona Seifert 29 

Rick Dean 30 

Jill Magistro 30 

Don Salsbury 30 

Kathy Goebel 31 

DJ Magee 31 



  

 

January Youth News 
 

 

 

Important Dates 

January 8  
All Youth Dinner 

 
January 15  

Chill Night In  
 

January 18  
Creative Workshop 

  

All Youth Dinner  

January 8, 2017 at 5:00 pm 

Join in fun and fellowship for our monthly all youth dinner! Students in 

grades 6-12th are invited to Fellowship Hall for walking tacos and music 

themed games. Our host for the month will be our very own Director of Mu-

sic, Adrienne Leska!   

Sponsor a Youth Dinner!  

We are looking for families to help out with our monthly all youth dinners for 

the rest of the youth ministry year (February– May). If you would like to sign-

up, email Dana and she will send you a link to the Sign-up Genius webpage! 

You can also find the link to the sign-ups on our Facebook page and in your 

January round-up email. Have questions? Call, text, or email Dana for more 

info!  (Contact information below.)  

Creative Workshop  

January 18, 2017 from 4:00– 5:00 pm 

During Youth Ensemble on this day, we will be encouraging students to 

bring a piece of music, artwork, or poetry (spoken or written) to “test out” 

before showing it off at our first ever Community Art Night, which will be on 

February 10.   Jamie, Adrienne, and Dana will be around to help and encour-

age in any way needed. This will be an hour of free creative expression and all 

students grades 6-12 are welcome!  

Main Event: Chill-Out Night In  

January 15, 2017 from 6:00—9:00 pm 

We will be spending a cozy night in, watching movies, crafting, and finishing up any homework for the week. Hot 

chocolate, popcorn, and other snacks will be provided. On a chilly night, come chill with us and bring a friend! 

RSVP by Jan 10 to Dana!  

Stay Connected!  Contact Dana Schwendeman 440-526-8938 ext. 237 or youth@brecksvilleumc.com 

@bumcyouthmin @bumcyouthmin @BrecksvilleumcYouth 



 

 

UMW Meeting January 5.   
Join us on Thursday, January 5 as 
Ruth McDonel and Ruth Holmes  
share and lead discussion on two cur-
rent and interesting topics:  Ongoing 
Harm of the Doctrine of Discovery and 
House of the Carpenter a West Virginia 
outreach program.  Everyone is wel-
come.  Join us at 9:30 for fellowship 
and a Continental breakfast. 

 

Cookies, cookies, cookies! 
Let’s help the Parma Southwest Dis-
trict of Greater Cleveland Church 
Women United fill the USO canteen 
in Cleveland Hopkins Airport (near 
baggage claim) with cookies in the 
month of January.  Buy, bake 
or  freeze left-over Christmas cookies 
and deliver them to the church kitch-
en (marked USO) by Monday, Jan 9.   

 

Box Tops and Pop Tops 
Don’t throw them away! Your trash 
can be turned into treasure.  The 
United Methodist Women collects 
Box Tops for Education for Henderson 
settlement in Frakes, KY.  Look for 
the symbol on participating products.  
We also collect metal tabs from cans 
(pop and soup!) for Ronald McDon-
ald House in Cleveland.  Bring both 
to the collection bins in the first floor 
coat room.  Thank you! 

 

Evening Circle January 4 
We will be baking cookies for the 
USO on January 4 at 7 pm in the 
church kitchen.  Won’t you join us?  
Bring dough for 2 dozen cookies and 
we'll bake together. A freezable con-
tainer for the finished cookies would 
also be appreciated. 

 

Art That Speaks 

In the last issue of the Good Word, you may have noticed that we decid-
ed to purchase the entire beautiful art collection created by photogra-
phers in the Cleveland Photographic Society. These lovely and thought-
provoking pieces will become a regular part of our wall decoration here 
at the church. 
 
We want to extend our thanks to individuals who sponsored and donat-
ed photographs for this project: 
 Nancy Knowlton sponsored "Gone But Not Forgotten" by Melissa 

Stanton. 
 Ruth McDonel sponsored "Fiat Lux" by Russell Whittemore. 
 Bill Rittman donated his photos "Devotion" and "Hands,” including 

the cost of the mats and frames. 
 
We are so grateful for their support and so excited to have these unique 
and beautiful images gracing our hallways in the weeks and months to 
come! 

New Winter Sunday School Classes Begin 
New session kicks off on Sunday, January 15 at 10 am 

We are excited to offer you two very different options during this winter 
session.  The first track option allows you to continue exploring some of 
those interesting characters from the Old Testament while the second 
track option gives you the opportunity to gain a better understanding of 
your Methodist beliefs and structure. 

Ancestors 

Taking an active stand in society is nothing new for 
the followers of John Wesley.  He set the example for 
us to combine personal and social piety.  How do we 
live out our belief that God’s love for the world is an 
active and engaged love?  What do we use to help 
guide our thinking about how we act and live and are 
involved in the ministry of the world?  As Methodists 
we follow the Social Principals which are a “prayerful 
and thoughtful effort of the General Conference to 
speak to the issues of the contemporary world from a 
sound Biblical and theological foundation.”  Join 
Kendall Lancaster for a look at our social principals 
and what they are calling us to do as Methodists. 

Social Principles of the United Methodist Church 

Join Pastor Clark to get back to basics as you hear the 
story of Old Testament characters such as Samson, 
Solomon and Jonah, to name just a few.  Enjoy an 
engaging short video, interesting background infor-
mation from Pastor Clark and lively discussion as you 
meet the most unpolished, unlikely and unexpected 
personalities chosen by God to do amazing things.  
Discussion from each week’s class will influence Pas-
tor Clark’s sermon for the following week.  Get in on 
the fun! 



  

 

www.greaterthanheroin.com 
A coalition of civic, religious and community 

leaders along with concerned citizens work-

ing together to create better understanding 

and awareness of heroin addiction. 

www.robbysvoice.com 
A family created this website to honor their 

son’s legacy of helping others fight against 

heroin addiction. They host the Family 

Matters support group Monday evenings 

from 6—8 pm, 740 E Washington Street, Suite 

E-4, Medina, Ohio 44256. Also on Facebook: 

www.fb.com/robbysvoice 

www.rockandrecovery.com 
A mix of inspiring stories and messages of 

strength and hope interwoven between hand-

picked music. 

www.norainc.org 
Northern Ohio Recovery Association Services 

offers support for addicts and their families. 

www.rxdrugdropbox.org 
Find the nearest drug drop box for safe, envi-

ronmentally friendly disposal of unwanted or 

unused prescription drugs. 

www.metrohealth.org/projectdawn 

Project Dawn is for opioid users at risk of 

death from overdose and their families and 

friends.  

www.neorrn.org 
A website to help one locate recovery re-

sources, treatment, and support services in 

Northeast Ohio. 

www.nar-anon.org 
This site gives locations of meetings for fami-

ly members seeking support through the re-

covery group, Narcotics Anonymous. 

www.211oh.org 
Information about social, health and govern-

ment resources.  

opiatecollaborative.cuyahogacounty.us 

A website with resources about addiction 

treatment, prevention and recovery in Cuya-

hoga County 

www.addictsmom.com 
Connects mothers and other family members 

struggling with a loved one who is addicted.  

Also on Facebook: www.fb.com/addictsmom 

www.soberlivingcle.org 
A nonprofit organization with a mission to 

support those in recovery through sober liv-

ing homes. 

BRECKSVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Our Board of Church & Society has chosen 3 focus 
issues for 2017. Throughout the year, the board will 
provide opportunities for education and action on 
LGBTQ Awareness and Inclusion, Heroin and 
Opiate Addiction, and Refugee Resettlement 
and Support. Look for feature articles throughout 
the year as well as opportunities to get involved! 

This month, we are focused on addiction, an issue 
that we take very seriously at BUMC. This page 
includes a list of online resources and area organi-
zations at work on this issue. 

If you or someone you know needs immediate 
help, call the ADAMHS Board Hotline at 
216.623.6888. 



 

 

The Holiday issue of The Brecksville Bulletin included a call for entries for the city’s sixth annual gingerbread house dis-

play.  We thought that a gingerbread house that looked like the church would be a unique way to reach out into the 

community. Could it be done?  Enter Joan Olszko, who set to work and came up with a beautiful set of plans - to 

scale, no less!  Over the weekend of December 16, Joan and her construction crew, including Kathy Stein, Melanie 

Smith, Adrienne Leska, and Quinn Slifcak, set to work baking, assembling and decorating the church.  Pastor Clark 

and Ralph Slifcak helped deliver it to the Brecksville Community Center on December 19.  It’s a masterpiece!   

The smell of gingerbread baking filled the air on Friday and Saturday.  Each piece was cut out and decorated before 

being assembled.  Did you know that the church has 68 windows?  Sanctuary windows were made from sugar, and 

stained glass windows were made from Jolly Rancher candies.  There are battery powered lights inside, a cupola made 

from a cupcake, and a cross made of gingerbread.  Our church sign invites the community to come worship with us! 

Every side of the church is finished. You’ll nev-

er see it, but the sanctuary has a cork floor!   

There are bushes, trees, railings, Christmas 

wreaths, snow angels and lots of snow.  At right, 

Quinn and Joan pose with the finished project.  

If all goes as planned, the gingerbread church 

will be on display at the church from Christmas 

Eve through the beginning of the year!  

A Gingerbread Church 



  

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Communion 
10 Worship Service 
 

2  
 
 

Church offices 
closed 

3 
10 Staff Meeting 
 
 

4 
6:30 Breakfast 
4 Youth  
Ensemble 
6:30 Worship 
Band 
7 Finance  
7 Evening Circle 
7 Bible Study 

5 
9:30 UMW 
7 Church & 
Society 
 

6 7 

8 Volunteer  
Appreciation Sunday 
8:45 Worship 
10 Pancakes! 
11:15 Worship 
5 All Youth Dinner 
6 HS Youth Group 

9 10 
10 Staff Meeting 
12 Lunch Bunch 
4:15 Children’s 
Ensemble 
5:30 MS Youth  
7 Ad Board 
8 COE 

11 
6:30 Breakfast 
4 Youth  
Ensemble 
6:30 Worship 
Band 
7 Bible Study 
 

12 
9:30 Asbury 
Bremeth 
6:15 Bells 
7:30 Choir 
8:30 Men’s  
Ensemble 

13 14 

15 Human Relations 
Day 
8:45 Worship 
10 Classes for all ages 
11:15 Worship 
6 HS Youth Group 

16  
The Rev.  

Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Birthday 

Observance 

Church offices 
closed 

17 
10 Staff Meeting 
10 Stitch’n’Time 
Knitting group 
4:15 Children’s 
Ensemble 
5:30 MS Youth  
7 Gifts & Mem. 
7:30 Trustees 

18 
6:30 Breakfast 
4 Youth  
Ensemble 
6:30 Worship 
Band 
7 Bible Study 
 

19 
6:15 Bells 
7:30 Choir 
8:30 Men’s  
Ensemble 

20 21 
 

22 Ecumenical Sunday 
8:45 Worship 
10 Classes for all ages 
11:15 Worship 
6 HS Youth Group 

23 24 
10 Staff Meeting 
4:15 Children’s 
Ensemble 
5:30 MS Youth  
7 Finance 

25 
6:30 Breakfast 
4 Youth  
Ensemble 
6:30 Worship 
Band 
7 Bible Study 

26 
6:15 Bells 
7:30 Choir 
8:30 Women’s 
Ensemble 

27 
9:30 UMW 
Board Meeting 

28 

29 Children’s Worship 
8:45 Worship 
10 Classes for all ages 
11:15 Worship 
6 HS Youth Group 

30 31 
10 Staff Meeting 
4:15 Children’s 
Ensemble 
5:30 MS Youth  

 
 
 
 
 
Ann & Bill Rittman 

Paper Recycling Bonus Week 

Paper Recycling Bonus Week 

B R E C K S V I L L E  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  www.brecksvilleumc.com  
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Brecksville United Methodist Church 
 

Pictured from top left: 

Pastor Clark Stein, Leslie Miller, Pastor Barbara  

Bartholomew,  Jeff Hastings, Dana Schwendeman, 

Joy Parker, Melanie Smith, Adrienne Leska, Jenny Gee 

and Scott Hastings.  Becky Paroda’s not pictured but  

says “Merry Christmas,” too!  

Christmas Eve Services 
5 pm Family Service, 8 and 10 pm Candlelight Services 

 

Christmas Day Worship 
One Service at 10 am.  Christmas Sweaters and  PJs Encouraged! 

 

New Year’s Day Worship 
Communion Sunday. One Service at 10 am 

fb.com/brecksvilleumc 

Twitter.com/brecksvilleumc 

Pinterest.com/brecksvilleumc 

Instagram.com/brecksvilleumc 

Youtube.com/brecksvilleumc 


