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Our 2019 Church Family Photo was taken Sunday, September 8.  We had 198 people 
in worship that day—are you one of the people who took part in the photo?  It’s the head-
er of our Facebook profile right now.  Are you a Facebook user?  Stop by and tag yourself 
in the photo and share it with your friends!  
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Help us tell God's story as it unfolds in our 
church and community. Send us your news! 

Sunday Mornings are Special Here! 
8:45 Worship with Live Band 

11:15 Worship w/ Traditional Hymns 
10:00 Classes for All Ages 

Rev. Heidi Welch, Senior Pastor 

Between services this past 

Sunday, Corrie (my 5-year-old) 

came up to me and exclaimed, “I 

have a loose tooth!” Choking 

back tears, I said, “Wow!” and 

she showed me how one of her 

tiny, adorable baby teeth now 

rocks back and forth. Her first 

loose tooth. She was excited, but 

as Mom all I could think was, 

“My baby isn’t a baby anymore.”  

Corrie rides a school bus to kindergarten every day. When she sees the bus 

coming down the road, she quickly gives me a hug, turns away, climbs up the 

stairs, sits down next to her best friend, and with a big smile, waves goodbye. 

We’re a month into school I and still get a lump in my throat. She’s not a baby 

anymore.  

Rus and I have entered a new season of life. Gone are the nights spent rocking 

them to sleep, afternoon naps, and kissing every boo-boo. Both kids are in 

school, they’re making their own friends, and creating their own lives without 

us always by their side. It’s sad, exciting, and scary all at the same time.  

I can’t help but recognize that as a church we’re entering a new season also. 

Sometimes with change we assume it means what used to be is “bad” and what 

is to come is “good.” But that’s not always the case. At BUMC, we’re not 

changing because who we were was “bad,” but because we’re open to the 

movement of the Holy Spirit and being attentive to the Spirit’s leading. We’re 

growing and living into what God is calling us to next.  

Several times now, when Corrie gets off the school bus in the afternoon, she 

has a “Caught being Kind” sticker on her shirt. And I notice her taking turns 

with her new friends, and when they fall, she checks to see if they’re OK. I’m 

so very proud of the little human she’s turning into, and I’m excited to see how 

she will continue to learn and grow… even if there’s still a lump in my throat.  

I imagine God looking at us in the same way—proud of us as a gathered 

community of God’s beloved children, figuring out how to authentically love 

others and live transformed by the Gospel message every day. And I’m proud 

of us, too! 
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Raising up new leaders to 

transform the world 

Nelson Mandela said, “Education is 

the most powerful weapon you can 

use to change the world.”  On World 

Communion Sunday, Oct. 6, we will 

receive a special offering to support 

scholars in their education. Because 

of our giving on World Communion 

Sunday, the most powerful tool to 

change the world is in more hands. 

As we come together to receive Holy 

Communion along with Christians 

around the world, we recognize our 

unity and shared commitment to 

building God’s kingdom on earth. 

Together, we help raise up new lead-

ers around the world, equipping 

them to be agents of change. Please 

give generously on October 6.  

For God so loved the world that God gave God’s one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in God shall not perish but have eternal life.   - John 3:16 

This is one of the most oft-quoted scriptures and gives us a glimpse into the 

nature of God: God loves us, so God gave God’s Son so that we would know 

of God’s love and be united to God forever. God loves us and is generous.  

Scripture after scripture reminds us that we worship an extravagantly gener-

ous God—the giver of every good gift, and the source of life and love. And 

because we were born with the characteristics of God, it follows that we were 

born to be loving and generous, too.  

Most of us want to be generous, we just don’t know how. So this year’s stew-

ardship will be focused on Waking Up to Gratitude. We will focus on what is 

keeping us from being generous—recognizing how much we have and how 

using that abundance for the glory of God can transform us and others. Liv-

ing a life of gratitude can help us participate in healing this broken world, 

showing those outside our walls how much God loves them and desires a 

relationship with them.  

Brecksville United Methodist Church is currently in the midst of discerning 

where God is leading us in the future. We know that we are here in this spe-

cific time and place for a reason—God has given us a unique purpose and has 

something amazing planned for us! Because we live in this world, doing the 

“incredible things we haven’t even imagined yet” costs money. On October 

27, we will all have an opportunity to make our annual financial pledge com-

mitments for 2020. These pledges are an opportunity to declare, “Yes! I want 

to participate in what God is doing in and through Brecksville United Meth-

odist Church!” and help us to fund all that God will do through Brecksville 

UMC in the coming year.  

We encourage you to continue to confidently pray our 6:50 prayer: 

- Faithfully, The Finance Committee  

Waking Up To Gratitude 

Nursery Care Available on 

Sunday Mornings!  Our Crib 

and Toddler Room provides a safe, 

warm, and comfortable environment 

for children from newborn to five 

years old.  Two reliable, responsible, 

background checked caregivers who 

have been through the Methodist 

Church’s child protection training, 

Safe Sanctuaries, care for 

the kids.  We have lots 

of toys to play with, 

books to read and pages 

to color. Bring your 

own diapers, wipes, 

bottle/sippy cup or an-

ything else your child 

may need to be com-

fortable while in our 

care.   



 

 

“All Church” Advent Study 

Light of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to 

Advent by Amy-Jill Levine 

Learn the stories behind the story of 

Jesus’ birth.  Don’t miss out on the 

opportunity to dive deeper into the 

stories of the census, the star and the 

stable to bring a new light and un-

derstanding into your celebration of 

Christmas this year.   

An introduction to the study will 

take place on Nov. 17 and the 4 

week study begins Dec. 1. 

Small groups will begin forming 

soon.  Do you want to host one here 

at church or in your home? On a 

week day, week night, or weekend? 

Invite your closest faith friends or 

open it up to meet new people? With 

fellow night owls or early birds? 

All materials will be provided includ-

ing a DVD and leader guide.  Each 

participant can sign up to purchase 

the book ($13) and  group leaders 

will get theirs for free.   

Interested?  Call the office or ask 

Pastor Heidi or Jenny Gee for more 

information. 

Contact information on page two of this 

newsletter! 

In the baptismal covenant, we are asked “Will you nurture one another in the 

Christian faith and life and include these people now before you in your 

care?”  We respond, “With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and 

live according to the example of Christ.  We will surround these persons with 

a community of love and forgiveness, that they may grow in their trust of god, 

and be found faithful in their service to others. We will pray for them, that 

they may be true disciples who walk in the way that leads to life.”  

One way we honor this commitment is with the tradition of presenting Bibles 

to our third grade students.  It’s a rite of passage, a gift of love and 

nurturefrom the congregation. It is our prayer that this gift will be a starting 

point for each of our third graders to develop a deeper relationship with Jesus 

through the study of God’s word.   

We presented ten Bibles this year!  About the Bible:  The Deep Blue Kids’ 

Bible uses the Common English Bible (CEB) translation.  This Bible has notes 

within the text, broken down by subject:  notes about positive traits that help 

us grow stronger, notes of encouragement, notes on the basics of Christianity 

and notes explaining some of the harder questions and hard-to-understand 

concepts of the Bible.  There are sections with Bible trivia, mini devotions, 

memory verses, reading challenges, and beautiful maps by National 

Geographic. 

When the Paroda family got home Sunday, Becky wanted to show her son, 

Miles, the Bible she received here as a third grader.  Looking at the inscription, 

they realized that she received hers on the same date, September 22, all those 

years ago.  Becky said, “It was a very special day for our family!” 

Calling all Angels, Shepherds and People of Wisdom 

A wonderful tradition of our Family Christmas 

Eve worship service (5 pm on December 24) is the 

retelling of Christ’s birth story with real live people 

playing the parts.  Would you, your family or your 

child like to be part of the experience this 

year?  Please call Jenny Gee at 440.526.8938 ext. 

230 or email  education@brecksvilleumc.com.    

Third Grade Bible Sunday 

Pictured Left to Right: Emma Santora, Miles Paroda, Megan Gardner, Ella Davis, 

Brooke Barnum, Lily Jatsek, Kaya Roberts, Addy Pribble, Tate Fowler. Not pictured, 

Bryn Bisco 
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Men’s Retreat at Camp Asbury October 11 & 12 

Strongsville United Methodist Church invites Men from all 

walks of life to come together in Christian community to 

learn, share, grow, have fun and get to know one another. 

Take time to recharge, learn and rest!  Camp Asbury is an 

East Ohio UMC Camp located in Hiram, Ohio. The retreat 

begins at 4 pm Friday and goes through 5 pm on Saturday.  

Rev. Scott Blevins from Garfield Memorial UMC is the 

guest speaker.  Cost is $100 and includes meals and lodging. 

Register today!  Contact David Snyder djsnyder62@gmail.com or Becky Zatezalo, 

bzatezalo@gmail.com. Phone 440 - 476-8248 

As Halloween approaches, we have several opportunities to reach out, have 

fun and be of service to others. Want to be part of it?  Read on... 

Halloween On The Heights October 19, 5—8 pm 

The City of Broadview Heights hosts this fun filled 
family event for residents featuring indoor trick-or-
treating, costume competitions, carnival games, in-
flatables, food and more! Our Mission & Outreach 
Committee is hosting a table and handing out treats.  
Stop by and say hello, or lend a hand!  Contact the 
church office if you’d like to help. 

The Nehemiah Mission Pumpkin Patch 

October: Mon -Sat 12-8 pm and Sundays 12-5  

Help is needed selling 800 pumpkins in the missions 

annual pumpkin patch on Bridge Avenue in Cleve-

land.  Sound like fun?  Call 216-961-6968 x10 or  e-

mail nehmission@gmail.com 

Horizon’s Preschool Costume Parade 

Thursday, October 31 

Our church is home to a pre-school serving 3 and 4 

year olds, and it’s become a tradition for the kids to 

“trick or treat” our halls in costume.  Want to be 

part of the fun? Bring some treats to the church for 

the morning or afternoon parades.  Call for details!  

No Tricks. Just Treats! 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26 

Confirmation has started! 
We are so excited about our new 
confirmation year starting back up. 
Our students will have the oppor-
tunity to experience a wide variety 
of “what it means to be a United 
Methodist” throughout the year. 
During their Sunday School hour, 
they explore questions and aspects 
of faith that dig a little deeper into 
what they believe. They also re-
ceived a brand new bible that is 
specifically geared toward students 
going through confirmation. At the 
start of our year, they are paired 
with an adult mentor and meet with 
them regularly to continue those 
important faith conversations. They 
are encouraged to participate in 
worship, service projects, and other 
community events. New this year, 
the student will be visiting two dif-
ferent denominational worship ser-
vices to explore what makes being a 
United Methodist different. In Feb-
ruary we will be joining other 
northeast Ohio confirmands for a 
retreat at Camp Wanake where stu-
dents learn all about 
church history, polity, and structure. 
It’s a full year of new, exciting expe-
riences and we can’t wait to see 
what God has in store. Please keep 
our confirmands in your prayers as 
they are challenged, encouraged to 
grow, and explore their faith on a 
whole new level.  
 
2020 Confirmands: 
Joe Botzman  
Eliza Botzman  
Ryan Shijo  
Andrew Kubek  
Zach Brachna  
Julianna Tait  
 
Teachers:  
George Gee  
Mike Kubek  
Janine Telischak 
Gail Huth 
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Stay Connected!  Dana Schwendeman, Director of Youth Ministry  

November 2 
Energize Overnight 
 
November 3 
All Youth Dinner  
 
November 24 
Hanging of the Greens 
 
December 1 
Christmas Parade 
 
 
 
Check out the church  
calendar for other  
opportunities to serve,  
learn, and grow in  
community!  

BRECKSVILLE UMC YOUTH  
OCTOBER 2019 PLANNING CALENDAR 

All Youth Dinner  October 6  from 5—7 pm 

Are you ready for another fun night with friends and good food? 

The Kubeks have graciously offered to host us at their home for 

our October dinner. Come and enjoy a fun fall night around a 

bonfire. Middle and high school students are welcome to attend 

this event.  Bringing friends is encouraged! Will you be there? 

Let Dana know at youth@brecksvilleumc.com.  

 

Halloween on the Heights October 19 from 5—8 pm   

We are teaming up with Mission and Outreach for this awesome 

event. We are in need of some volunteers. Do you love dressing 

up, helping little kids play games, and passing out candy? Then 

this volunteer opportunity is for you! Sign up to help by emailing 

Dana before October 10.  

 

Cedar Point Trip October 26  from 9 am—9 pm  

Students in 9-12 grade are invited to join us on an awesome trip 

to Sandusky, OH for spooky thrills, exciting coasters, and a day 

full of fun. RSVP to join us via youth@brecksvilleumc.com by 

October 15. Friends are welcome! 

Youth Group Meets at the Church on Sunday Nights!  

Join us on the 4th Floor from 6—8 pm. Bring your friends! 

Energize Worship & Epic After Party 
November 2—For students in sixth through twelfth grade 
 

We are heading to Newcomerstown, OH for our annual Ener-
gize Youth event! There will be a full worship band and ser-
vice, then have a fun after party. Last year, we had laser tag, 
build-your-own fry bar and ice cream bar. Plus, there will be 
other surprises throughout the night. Don’t miss out on this 
FREE fun!  

SAVE THE DATE 

HELLO,  OCTOBER!  
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Help support the ministry of the Evening 

Circle by supporting their bake sale on 

October 6.  Proceeds from the sale will buy 

Bibles for the residents of Rahab House. If 

you have questions or would like to become 

involved with the good work done by the 

women of the Evening Circle, call Lynn Hobzek at 440-526-6037 or email 

kezboh@aol.com. 

The End of an Era.  Ruth Herman, 

who has served as UMW President 

since 2009, has announced that this 

will be her last term.  Under her lead-

ership, the Brecksville UMW has 

raised over $90,000 for organizations 

helping women and children locally 

and around the world. She has orga-

nized funeral receptions and chili 

cook offs and has helped produce 

countless pies and cobblers for Home Days.  United Methodist Women de-

pends on laywomen like Ruth who use their God-given gifts to engage in 

God’s mission in the world. The UMW is committed to developing strong 

leaders through education and training that equip women with leadership 

skills. Ruth will continue to serve through December 31, as the group looks 

for a new leader. Could it be you?   

The UMW Evening Circle Meets October 2 at 6:30. Come help prepare 

gift bags for our Confirmands and enjoy a time of community together.  

UMW Meeting Thursday, October 3.  

Learn about the work of The Greater Cleve-

land FoodBank with a presentation by Kim 

Lavano.  The morning starts with a Continen-

tal breakfast and fellowship at 9:30 followed 

by the program at 10.  Everyone is invited.  

See you there?  

Brookside Donations. This month, our collection focuses on paper towels, 

napkins and tissues—essential items which cannot be purchased with SNAP 

benefits.  Collection ends on October 17. 

Do you shop at ACME?  Save your receipts! The UMW will earn money 

for their mission fund with every receipt collected.  Bring yours, dated Au-

gust through December, to the bin in the coat room. 

Dear Rev. Welch, 

I want thank the Brecksville United 

Methodist Church for all the ways it 

contributes to our community and 

shares its gifts.  Although I am not a 

member of your church, your generos-

ity has touched my life.  As a child 

growing up in Brecksville, I was part 

of a Girl Scout troop sponsored by the 

parish and remember preparing many 

pancake breakfasts in your Fellowship 

Hall.  In high school, I was an active 

member of Key Club.  Every summer 

we assisted with the Kiwanis Horse 

Show, and we were always welcomed 

to refill coolers of ice for beverages 

from your ice maker.  More recently, I 

have joined the Brecksville-Broadview 

Heights Community Chorus.  I am so 

grateful for the Chorus and it is a gift 

to be able to rehearse at your 

church.  And then this summer, my 

children, now growing up in the com-

munity as well, took part in the 

Brecksville Theatre's summer 

camp.  They enjoyed themselves more 

than I ever imagined they would and 

came home sharing how they had their 

classes "in that place they get cookies 

after mommy's choir concerts" also 

known as your Fellowship Hall.  I was 

touched to know that their experience 

was possible in part because of your 

willingness to open your space to oth-

ers. 

I know these are small and very local 

examples of all the good you do as a 

faith community, but I wanted to take 

a moment to thank the Brecksville 

United Methodist Church for sharing 

your resources generously and sup-

porting our shared community.  My 

life is better for it. 

In gratitude, Angela Maher 

Ruth with Mary Kotnik and Lori 

Rusterholtz at last year’s Spaghetti Dinner. 
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E-mail or phone Melanie  
with news to share!  

office@brecksvilleumc.com 
440-526-8938 

As people of faith, we find God’s presence in those 

who have been blessings to us.  At our weekly staff 

meetings recently,  prayers of thanks were lifted to 

God for the way lives are touched when we reach 

out to one another in service.  People like Paul 

Calovini, who moved from behind the sound board 

and into the praise band for our summer worship 

services. Thank you for sharing your gifts, Paul! Kathy Sopka serves in so many 

ways, including as a regular usher and a member of the United Methodist Wom-

en.  Thank you, Kathy! Speaking of United Methodist Women, Ruth Herman 

has served as president for ten years.  Thank you, Ruth, for a decade of leader-

ship. The Fall Kick Off/Homecoming Celebration would not be possible with-

out the help of a lot of folks, including Donna Sibits and the Fellowship Com-

mittee.  Thank you to all who helped set up, clean up, and cook for the event. It 

was so much fun to all be together! Even if your name is not on this list, know 

that we are thankful for you and all of the ways that you serve in love! 

OKTOBERFEST! 

A taste of Germany  

in Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, October 8 at Noon  

Come spend time together in 

informal community with the 

church staff.  

It’s free if you RSVP! 

You’re welcome to bring a dish 

to share, but it’s not required! 

On Monday, September 30 we cel-
ebrate the wonderful life of Trevor 
“Bob” Johns.  A member of this 
church family since 1984, Mr. 
Johns lived a life of service to his 
church, his country and his com-
munity.  Please join us at 11 am in 
the Sanctuary. Rev. Heidi Welch 
will officiate the service. 

Congratulations go out to Helen 
Lee and the Brecksville Bees for 
their performance at the Suburban 
Conference National Division 
Girls’ Tennis Championships. Hel-
en is the Champion at #3 Singles.  

Melissa AuWerter 1 

Olivia Toman 1 

Heather Dean 2 

Lorrie Stratis 2 

Lois Giesel 3 

Cynthia Hubert 4 

Austin Karn 4 

Mitchell Madaus 4 

Alex Vastartis 4 

Patricia Butler 5 

Robin Raybuck 5 

Bryan Agostine 6 

Dick Burroughs 6 

Madison Hart 6 

Anthony Karn 6 

Kay AuWerter 7 

Herb Einheit 7 

Savannah Jacob 8 

Michael Jaszczak 9 

Nancy Manaska 9 

Mark Spencer 9 

Lauren Chenney 10 

Matthew Sendrey 10 

Evan Jatsek 11 

Jane Petrie 11 

Nick Telischak 11 

Cindy King 12 

Julianna Tait 12 

Thelma Loeffler 13 

Ryan Rybak 13 

Carrie Bielinski 14 

Lawry Kardos 14 

Michelle Blatnik 15 

Josh Kwiatkowski 15 

Thuy Nguyen 15 

Bob Suazo 15 

Joshua Biladeau 16 

Lucy Shijo 16 

Cathy Walden 16 

Megan Culley 18 

Carly Kubek 18 

Natalie Vastartis 18 

Andy Batcheller 20 

Carolyn Jatsek 20 

Ruth Bondra 21 

Eliza Botzman 21 

Mark Hubert 21 

Dan Hurder 21 

Lauren Fuller 22 

Hazel Gear 22 

Garth Olszko 22 

Sadie Glenn 23 

Olivia Klipfell 23 

Sara Kwiatkowski 24 

Emily Shijo 24 

Carol Herzing Dobos 25 

Gerry Beaver 26 

Gretchen Mates 26 

Chris Nguyen 26 

Nate Rosenthal 26 

Arthur Wise 26 

Bev Dubin 27 

Beth Hogan 28 

Kim Meyer 28 

Dean Rybak 28 

Jason Bell 29 

Brittany Hotaling 29 

Ben Magistro 29 

Anet Smith 29 

Ric Lesinski 31 

Brenden Meyer 31 

Leslie Selig 31 
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Janine Telishak  
& Gail Huth 

 1 

10 Staff 
Meeting 

2 

6:30 Brkfst 
9:30 UMW 
Board Mtg 
6:30 Evening 
Circle 
7 Mid-Week 
Bible Study  

3 

9:30 UMW  
7:30 Choir 

4 

9:30 Church 
Woman’s Day 
at Mt. Zion 
9:30 Mom’s 
Club 
6 Lay Leader 
Training 

5 

Bread:  
Hastings 
8 - 4 Lay 
Leader  
Training 
Here 

6 World  

Communion  
Sunday 
Bakin’ for Bibles 
8:45 Worship 
10 Classes 
11:15 Worship 
4:30 Open Table 
Worship 
5 Youth Dinner 

7 

Monday is the 
Pastor’s  
Sabbath 

8 

10 Staff 
Meeting 
12 Lunch 
Bunch 
7 Music & 
Worship 
Board 

9 

6:30 Brkfst 
7 Mid-Week 
Bible Study  

10 

9:30 Asbury 
Bremeth  
Circle 
7:30 Choir 

11  

No School 
NEOEA Day 
 
Men’s Retreat 
at Camp  
Asbury 
 
5 Wedding 
Rehearsal 

12 

Bread: Brachna 
 
2 Fraser/
Barno  
Wedding 

13 Gratitude Series 

Begins  
8:45 Worship 
10 Classes 
11:15 Worship 
with Baptism 
12:15 Confirm-
and/Mentor Mtg 

14 

6 Reconciling 
Task Force 
Meets Here  

15 

10 Staff 
Meeting 
7 Missions & 
Outreach 
7:30 Trustees  

 
 

16 

6:30 Brkfst 
1 Clergy  
Consultation 
6 SPRC/DS 
Consultation 
7 Mid-Week 
Bible Study  

17 

7:30 Choir 
Charge  

Conference forms 
due today! 

18 

5 Wedding 
Rehearsal 
 
Donations  
Delivered to 
Brookside  
Today 

19 

Bread: Miller 
4:30 Wagner/
Kinaitis  
Wedding 
5 Halloween 
on the 
Heights 

20 

8:45 Worship 
10 Classes 
11:15 Worship  
6 Youth Group 

21 22 

10 Staff 
Meeting 
6 Welcome 
Committee 
7 Finance 

23 

6:30 Brkfst 
7 Mid-Week 
Bible Study  

24 

7:30 Choir 

25  No School 

 
 
 
Fall Retreat to 
the Abbey of 
Genesee  
 

26 

Bread: Santora 
National 
Drug Take 
Back Day. 
 
Cedar Point 
Trip! 

27 Commitment 

Sunday  
8:45 Worship 
10 Blood Drive 
10 Classes 
11:15 Worship  
6 Youth Group 

28 29 

10 Staff  
Planning 
Meeting & 
Lunch 

30 

6:30 Brkfst 
7 Mid-Week 
Bible Study  

31 

7:30 Choir 
Horizon’s  
Costume Pa-
rades 

Closer Schedule 

Week of 10/1—Holmes 
10/6—Gezze 

10/13—Lundholm 
10/20—Hudacek 
10/27—Brown 

For details and more information, visit www.brecksvilleumc.com 



 

 Non-Profit 
US Postage 

Paid 
Cleveland, OH 

Permit No. 
928 

Electronic Service Requested 

Open Doors.  
Welcoming all of God's children. 

Brecksville United Methodist Church is called to the 
ministry of reconciliation. We embrace diversity as a gift. 
We celebrate our human family’s diversity of sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, race, ethnicity, age, faith histo-
ry, economic status, marital status, physical and mental 
ability, and education. We affirm that all people are creat-
ed in the image of God and as beloved children of God, 
all are worthy of God’s love and grace. We welcome the 
full inclusion of all people in the life and ministries of 
Brecksville United Methodist Church as we journey to-
ward reconciliation through Christ. 

Socialize with us! 

Blood Drive 
October 27 

Save a life.  Give blood!  

From surgery to fighting cancer 

to giving birth, blood donations are used to save 

around 12,000 lives a day. Vitalant (formerly LifeShare) 

is a non-profit blood bank dedicated to maintaining an 

adequate blood supply for Northeast Ohio hospi-

tals.  Blood collected at Vitalant blood drives stays 

within the area.  If we can get a least 12 people to reg-

ister, they will be bringing their blood mobile to 

Brecksville—specifically to our church – on Sunday, 

October 27.  Tell your friends!  

Register by clicking the image on the homepage of our 

website or by calling the office.  
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