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A few Sundays ago, I looked out into the congregation 

and realized that the group to which I was speaking was 

made up of about half “new” people and half “old” 

people. I came here 8 months before COVID began, so 

when I say “new,” I mean since the COVID-19 

pandemic; and “old” means those who have been here 

longer than me. That was in our 10:00 service. The 8:30 

service that morning was mostly “old” people, with a 

smattering of “new.” Online is always a mixed bag.  

I’ve been thinking about this a lot since then, and it 

reminded me of something Jenny, our Director of 

Christian Education, said in a meeting recently: “In any 

two years, we see people move, pass away, or leave for 

other reasons; and we see new people join our church 

community. The difference in the past two years is that it 

doesn’t look or feel like the change happened gradually—

it looks/feels like it happened all of a sudden.”  

Mic drop. 

In the past two years, we’ve all gotten two years older. 

And that means some of us are unable to help in the 

same ways we were able to before; for others, kids are in 

different stages of life now, changing schedules, abilities, 

etc. AND we’ve grown and changed in other ways—

we’ve learned about ourselves and choose to use our time 

differently now. All of these things happen in the span of 

any two years.  

Then we add onto these changes the fact that we are all 

bruised and hurting from the pandemic and all it brought 

with it, meaning we have less margin in our minds, hearts, 

schedules, and energy.  

No wonder it feels like everything has changed.  It has.  

And yet we want things to be the same as they were pre-

pandemic—pre-“all the change.” Particularly in the 

church, because “the church has never changed and why 

does it have to now? When everything else has changed, 

too?”  

I think the reason Jenny’s comment struck a chord with 

me is because it helped me remember that change is the 

only constant. Yes, it often feels like the changes right 

now are massive and all-at-once. But this—change—has 

happened before. And God has always been present with 

us through it: guiding, comforting, and sometimes 

pushing us along.  

Ecclesiastes includes those well-known verses that 

remind us that for everything there is a season. We are in 

a new season… of our lives, in our culture, and in our 

church.  

And yet Ecclesiastes also reminds us that God—and 

those things that are of God—are constant: “I know that 

whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be 

added to it, nor anything taken from it; God has done 

this, so that all should stand in awe before God” (3:14).  

Yes, those who make up our congregation are different 

than two years ago. 

Yes, we are doing things different, with different worship 

times, different opportunities for education, and different 



 

 

Rev. Heidi Welch, Senior Pastor 

2 

Senior Pastor—Rev. Heidi Welch 
pastor@brecksvilleumc.com 

 

Pastor of Visitation— 
Rev. Barbara Bartholomew,  

associatepastor@brecksvilleumc.com 
 

Christian Education—Jenny Gee  
education@brecksvilleumc.com 

 

Wiggle Room Coordinator— 
Matthew Botzman 

matthew@brecksvilleumc.com 
 

Youth Ministry—Dana Schwendeman  
youth@brecksvilleumc.com 

 

Music Ministry—Machala Comenschek  
machala@brecksvilleumc.com 

 

Worship Leader   
Jamie Schwendeman,  

jamie@brecksvilleumc.com 
 

Organist/Accompanist—Sean Brown 
sean@brecksvilleumc.com 

 

Technical Media Dir.—Mike Murphy 
mike@brecksvilleumc.com 

 

Communication & Connection—
Melanie Smith 

melanie@brecksvilleumc.com 
 

Office Manager—Jaclyn Torres 
Jaclyn@brecksvilleumc.com 

 

Finance Manager—Becky Paroda   
finance@brecksvilleumc.com 

 

Facilities Mgrs.—Jeff & Scott Hastings  
facilities@brecksvilleumc.com 

Published monthly by  
Brecksville United Methodist Church  
65 Public Square, Brecksville, OH 44141  

Article deadline 3rd Thursday 
monthly 

Editor, Melanie Smith 
melanie@brecksvilleumc.com 

 

Help us tell God's story as it unfolds in 
our church and community.  

Send us your news! 

HONEST WORSHIP  

Worship In the Woods  

There are two more opportunities to celebrate the beauty of creation in our 

own Cleveland Metroparks this summer. Join Jenny Gee and the whole 

Worship in the Woods crew for a time of prayer, singing and connecting 

with God and one another in the natural spaces that make up Brecksville 

Reservation. We hike relatively easy-to-navigate trails and then stop along 

the way to worship, sing and praise God.  Sign up at BUMCLinks.com for 

location and updates! 

ways of serving others.  

BUT, we still love God and love one another. We are still a church 

community filled with super awesome people with an amazing history in 

Brecksville, and heart for God’s created. We still worship, and gather, and 

study together.  

These things look different, and yet they are the same because they are of 

God and God is our foundation.  

We can find assurance and hope in that… in the midst of all the changes. 

Maybe the construction outside our building is a visual reminder of the 

construction we’re each undergoing, and the construction our church 

community is experiencing. And just as we show grace to the workers 

outside, we must also show ourselves grace as we work on strengthening 

God’s foundation under Brecksville UMC. 

Friday, August 5 at 7 pm 

with s’mores! 

Saturday, August 20 at 9 am 

with coffee and muffins! 

Over the next 6-weeks, we’re going to go on a road trip with Jesus. 

Because that’s what discipleship is: learning as you travel along the 

road of life, with Jesus as your navigator. And like with any road 

trip, you need to be ready for anything, know your budget before 

you leave, and be willing to pick up a few hitchhikers along the 

way. Join us as we use texts from the Gospel of Luke when Jesus 

journeyed to Jerusalem with his growing group of disciples! 

...Continued from front page 
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DETERMINED SERVICE  

You sent two kids to camp this year!  Recognizing 

that not all families can afford summer camp, our 

Missions & Outreach Committee offered scholarships to 

potential campers through Nehemiah Mission in 

Cleveland. Rachel Palmer, a volunteer at Nehemiah 

Mission, tells us about our kids.  “Best friends since their 

families first moved to Cleveland from Tanzania, Belle 

and Chanella will be 5th graders this fall. They love 

playing sports and running, being outside, sewing, and 

hanging out with their friends and families. Both girls are 

involved in the Corner65 youth refugee program, which 

began at the Nehemiah Mission and is now a part of 

Refugee Response. Through the Nehemiah Mission, 

Belle and Chanella have become more connected to the 

United Methodist Church and last summer, Belle was 

able to go to Camp Asbury with her older sisters. She 

loved the experience and talked it up to her best friend, 

Chanella. Thanks to sponsorship from Brecksville UMC, 

the two girls will be going to Camp Aldersgate this 

summer and are so excited for a week spent playing and 

learning about Jesus outside.  Thank you for giving them 

the opportunity to go to camp! The experience for them 

will be unforgettable, transformative, and most 

importantly, loads of fun!”   

Campers Share God’s Love through Bikes 

At ReachOut campers from 8th grade through high 

school, spend a week at Lakeside, learning about service 

and worshiping God. The camp is planned by and for 

students — and part of the week is spent serving out in 

the community.  This year, our church was selected as 

one of those service locations!  

Jenny Gee reports, “Ten youth and their 2 adult leaders 

joined us on July 19 and 20 to learn about participate in 

our bike ministry.  This was an amazing group of kids 

with great attitudes about trying new things (like sleeping 

on the fourth floor of the church!)  We processed 

through about 20 bikes, dismantled another 20 for scrap, 

delivered the scrap and delivered the bikes!!  All in a day 

and a half.”  

Dana and Jamie Schwendeman serve as staff at camp 

each year.  When the kids returned to Lakeside, they 

shared about their experience with Dana, saying things 

like “I can't wait to go back and fix more bikes!", "I'm so glad I 

got to help people!", "I wish Brecksville UMC was my church!" 

and "They were so welcoming and loving, I loved BUMC!"  

Dana says, “Thanks to everyone who came to help and 

welcome the kids!” What a blessing this ReachOut group 

was to our church. Learn more about Reach Out, an 

East Ohio Summer Camp, here: reachoutcamp.com 

While the percentage of Brecksville-Broadview Heights  

students eligible for free and reduced lunch assistance (we 

found estimates ranging from 10 to 15%) is significantly 

lower than the state average (45.5%), it still means that 

there are hundreds of students whose families have a hard 

time making ends meet.  To help, the Missions & 

Outreach Committee is organizing a backpack and school 

supply drive in August.  Can we fill 50 backpacks with 

school supplies for elementary & middle school 

kids?  School supply lists at BUMCLinks.com.  More 

details coming soon!  

Do you have a heart for the hungry?  Do you like to 

plan meals, shop for food, cook, serve a meal , clean up?  

You  are needed at Pearl Road Dinners! We partner with 

other churches to make and serve a meal to hungry 

families in Parma 3 times a year, taking turns preparing 

either the main course or salad & dessert. We plan the 

menu, shop for ingredients, prepare the food and serve it 

in Parma on a Sunday afternoon.  Our three dates for 

2022-23 are November 20, January 22, and April 30.  

Intrigued? Reach out to Missions@brecksvilleumc.com 

https://reachoutcamp.com/
mailto:missions@brecksvilleumc.com?subject=I%20read%20about%20Pearl%20Road%20in%20the%20August%20Good%20Word


 

 

DETERMINED SER-

Thursday, August 25 and 

Thursday, October 27 are two 

opportunities to help make a house a 

home on Elwell Avenue in Cleveland.  

We are partnering with other Northeast 

Ohio churches to provide the financing 

and labor so home ownership will be 

affordable for a partner family. 

Anyone aged 16 and up can help.   The 

work day is from 9 am to 3 pm.  Serve 

for half a day or for the whole day. There 

is something for people of all abilities to 

do, and every job is important.  If you 

can run a power tool, great — but there 

are also jobs like painting, weeding, 

replacing light covers, sweeping — all the 

jobs that make a house a home.  Want to 

learn more?  Reach out to the Missions & 

Outreach Team: 

Missions@Brecksvilleumc.com 

Deeds of Mercy 

“I’m starting a new job on Monday, but won’t get paid for two weeks. We have no 

money for groceries. I’ve never asked for help in my life. But I need to find a way to 

feed my kids until that first paycheck arrives.”   

“I haven’t been able to work because I’m recovering from surgery and I can’t afford 

baby formula.  Can you spare $25?” 

“I own my trailer home, but rent the lot it sits on.  I have never been late in 25 years, 

but I can’t find $125 to cover what I owe. I may lose my home.  Can the church help 

me?”  

“My parents kicked me out when they learned I was gay.  I’m living out of my car.  

All I really need is a safe space to take a shower.”  

Stories of need shared with the office staff are sometimes  heart 

wrenching.  What can we do to help when people are in dire straits?  

How do we answer God’s call to care for one another while being good 

stewards of church finances?  

For several years, thanks to the generosity of individual donors and the 

United Methodist Women, we have had a reserve of Giant Eagle gift 

cards to share with people in need food or gas.  Knowing when and how 

to help was sometimes a difficult challenge.  

In the past year, the Missions & Outreach Committee worked with 

Pastor Heidi and our office management team to come up with a 

program called Deeds of Mercy.  Modeled after guidelines at another UMC, 

Deeds of Mercy established parameters around assistance, created a 

format for record keeping of requests, and established a fund to provide 

support to people in need. 

Requests are limited to one per household in a six month period, not to 

exceed a total of four. (Our prayer is that the person’s situation will 

improve over that time frame.) We also learn about the person 

requesting assistance. How can we pray for them?  What kind of support 

do they need to get out of the situation they’re in?  While $25 for gas 

may not change someone’s situation in the long run, showing genuine 

care and helping to connect 

people with services may help 

them take a step in the right 

direction.    

If you ever encounter a 

person at church who is 

looking for assistance, please 

direct them to the church 

office—and keep them in 

prayer!  

Stop by the church lobby between 

services and enjoy treats on the 

lawn or in the Parlor! 

 You can help create space for 

friendships to grow by hosting a 

summer coffee hour!  Sign up for a 

Sunday at church or call the office! 

440-526-8938. 

mailto:missions@brecksvilleumc.com
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John Wesley, considered the founder of Meth-

odism, published “7 rules for singing” in 1780.  

They have proved timeless, and are still included 

in the United Methodist Hymnal.  Rule number 

three is that everyone should sing.  He wrote:  

“ Sing all – see that you join the congrega-

tion as frequently as you can. Let not a slight 

degree of weakness or weariness hinder you. 

If it is a cross to you, take it up and you will 

find a blessing.”  

Are these words encouragement to you to add 

your voice to the Chancel Choir? Weekly re-

hearsals resume on Thursday, August 25 at 6:30 

pm in the Sanctuary. Music Director, Machala 

Comenschek says “We would love to have all 

voices join us for the upcoming season!”  

Want to learn more?  Have scheduling conflicts? 

Machala would love to talk to you!  

Email  machala@brecksvilleumc.com or call or 

text (216) 421-4159.  

Erie Waters, the flute choir from the Greater 

Cleveland Flute Society, has been rehearsing at 

our church for their performance at the National 

Flute Association convention in Chicago on 

August 11, where they will share a program of 

works written for flute choir by Cleveland area 

composers. As a thank you, Erie Waters is 

offering a preview concert here on Monday, 

August 8 at 7 pm in our sanctuary. All are 

invited to this free concert. Tell your friends, 

family and community!  

For some, worshiping 

online while on vacation or 

because of your Sunday 

schedule in the summer is a 

convenience. For others, 

online worship is a lifeline 

to community that would 

not be possible otherwise.  

Betty Monnin, whose 94th 

birthday is this month, 

enjoys weekly worship with 

Brecksville UMC from her residence in Independence. She 

finds connection to her church community through prayers, 

music and sermons each week. When the camera catches a 

view of the congregation, Betty always looks for the familiar 

faces of her friends. During the pandemic, Betty tried some 

online classes with Jenny Gee and has also participated in our 

fourth Sunday Hymn Sing virtually this year.  Betty has the 

online thing mastered!  And she really enjoys visits with Pastor 

Barbara who brings Holy Communion to her at home.  

Betty and her late husband, Jack, transferred their membership 

to Brecksville UMC in 2001.  In recent years, because of 

mobility issues, getting to church in person was impossible 

without the help of one of her daughters, Deb and Catherine. 

Deb lives in North Carolina and said that during the pandemic, 

the online connection to the church was a lifeline for them.  

Her mother once called and gave her a 30 minute play-by-play 

recap of our outdoor nativity pageant, calling it “the best thing 

she had seen in months.”   

It’s no question that the pandemic pushed us to get creative 

with outreach efforts and to engage online when that was not 

an option before. Connection and cultivating community 

beyond the physical walls of church continues now.   While 

some found it challenging to make online worship work, Betty 

didn’t skip a beat and has continued being one of the most 

consistent online worshipers throughout the pandemic and to 

this day.    

For congregants like Betty Monnin, online worship makes 

church possible again. And that is truly something worth 

celebrating! 

Betty Monnin turns 

94 this month - and 

worships regularly online!  

Betty celebrated a recent birthday  

at a Lake County Captains  

baseball game! 

Should you join the choir? 

Read this article for the answer.  (Hint: it’s yes!) 

Flute Choir Concert Here Aug. 8 

mailto:machala@brecksvilleumc.com


 

 
LIFELONG LEARNING 

Food Truck Party VBS 

Vacation Bible School returned to the Oak Grove Picnic Area in 

Brecksville Reservation for the second year and it. was. 

AWESOME!!!  Hosting the event outdoors allowed us to open 

our registration up wider, and 117 children enjoyed the week-

long experience of learning about God’s love and presence in 

their lives.  Keeping this many children (ages 3 to 12) engaged 

and listening to the stories of God’s love is no easy feat.  But for 

our almost 50 volunteers, it is incredibly doable.  We have THE 

BEST volunteer staff imaginable - teachers, nurses, business 

owners… parents, grandparents, college students, working folks 

and those who have retired.  Put them all together and it is 

absolute magic! 

Our theme this year was ‘Food Truck Party’… on a Roll with 

God!  We learned that God is Great (powerful and creative) and 

that God is Good (loving and always with you).  Food stories 

from the Bible were front and center and we learned how in 

God’s goodness and greatness, we are provided with all the 

amazing foods that this beautiful earth puts forth. 

Our VBS mission this year was the Emergency Assistance Center 

in Northfield.  The children donated $407.30 and 733 pounds of 

food to Gus the Food Bus—a reverse Food Truck!  This will be 

well used by the Center to feed our hungry neighbors to the 

south. 

Thank you to all in the congregation who donated money for ice, 

(what a week for the ice machine to break), who brought in 

mason jars or who held us in prayer.  You all contributed to a 

wonderful and amazing week!! 

Summer Sprouts.  

This summer, 

Sprouts is taking it 

outside.  After 

Children’s Moment at 

the 10:00 service the 

children join Jenny 

for a fun program we call Sprouts.  Throughout the school year 

we meet in a classroom but with the beautiful weather of summer 

we have been gathering on the front lawn or on the square.  We 

have learned about the properties of water, the life of a seed, and 

what makes an insect an insect.  We have painted with mud, made 

cool sunprints, gone on multiple scavenger hunts and sat silently 

listening to the sounds of nature around us.  What fun it is to 

celebrate our amazing and creative God with our awesome 

children! -  Jenny Gee, Director of Christian Education 

We are excited to extend an open invitation 

to any student in 7th grade or above to join 

us for Confirmation this fall. Whether your 

student is brand new to the whole "church 

thing" or they are looking for a deeper 

connection to their faith, every student is 

welcome to be confirmed in their faith!  

What is Confirmation? 

It’s an opportunity for students to have a 

personal exploration of what it means to be a 

Christian, and more specifically, a United 

Methodist. They are invited to learn about 

scripture, church history, prayer, spiritual 

development, theology, mission, and the 

structural connections of the UMC. This 

learning takes place during our Sunday 

morning education hour, with their mentors, 

during worship, on retreat, and in other 

avenues through the two-year process. The  

Confirmation journey ends with students 

deciding to claim their faith as their own and 

become full members of the United 

Methodist Church.  

Confirmation is a continuation of baptismal 

vows that parents make for their children, 

where students can decide to say for 

themselves, “yes, I want to follow Jesus and I 

choose to be a United Methodist.” 

Our hope is that Confirmation is a safe space 

for students to grow with God and one 

another—a space to ask questions, be 

curious, and find a place in the world (and 

the church) where they can totally be 

themselves.  

Sound like something your student would 

enjoy? Enrollment for Confirmation is open 

NOW! Reach out to our youth director, 

Dana Schwendeman, at 

youth@brecksvilleumc.com to sign up, get 

more details and ask questions!  

The Confirmation Journey 

Summer Sprouts 

mailto:youth@brecksvilleumc.com?subject=Confirmation
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What a treat it will be for these 

folks to open their mailbox and 

find that you were thinking of 

them with a card or letter! 

   

Week of August 7 & 14 

Betty Monnin 

Betty’s birthday is August 9 

6611 Timberlane Dr 

Independence, OH 44131-6564  

 

Bob Tschannen 

Bob turns 100 on August 18, but is 

in hospice care.  Reach out in love now! 

200 Laurel Lake Drive 

Crowne Center Room A-38 

Hudson, OH 44236  

 

Week of August 21 

Ann Zupanc 

Ann’s birthday is August 22 

7532 Hillbrook Oval 

Brecksville, OH 44141  

 

Week of August 28 

Jane Petrie 

6814 Rosemont Dr 

Brecksville, OH 44141-2613  

 

Contact Pastor Barbara to nominate 

someone for the list!  

AUGUST 
Show your care with prayer! 

Each week at Staff Meeting we celebrate “God 

Moments” and lift up prayers of thanks to God for the 

way lives are touched when we reach out to one 

another in service.  People like Fran McClean, Linda 

Crouch, Gail Huth, and Jean Smith, who helped slice 

and serve pie at the Home Days pie baking contest—

no small feat! And ALL of the wonderful people who helped run the fishing 

booth. Thanks for creating so much fun for our community! For all of the 

wonderful people who shared part of their Friday or Saturday preparing for and 

serving the family of Alisa Sladky, whose celebration of life was held here. Doug 

Holmes, Gail Meyer, Deanne Kloss, Gretchen Mates, Fran McClean, Gail Huth, 

Doug Huth, Jim Lee, Sue Ellenberger, Lynn Hobzek, Jim Smith, Melanie Smith, 

Nancy Knowlton, Al & Barb Harper, Sylvia Fowler, Jeanette Dumot, Ann 

Zupanc, Linda Hulligan, Jennifer & Scott Schneider, Catherine Vastartis, Janine 

Telischak and Ann Rittman (and anyone we forgot to include on this list!) We 

are thankful for you all, named and unnamed!  

1 Daniel Jaszczak 

1 Sally Jones 

1 Tish Kwiatkowski 

1 Skip Smith 

2 Susan Hurst 

2 Katrina Orr 

2 Nick Orr 

2 Kaitlyn Robinson 

3 Chris Davis 

3 Ben Eberhardt 

3 Karen Fisher 

3 Jeff Hastings 

3 Gabriel Vastartis 

3 Steven Vastartis 

3 J.T. Zawada 

4 Catherine Derry 

4 Kristi Eberhardt 

4 Joan Filips 

4 Judy Novak 

5 George Smith, Jr. 

5 Karen Walburn 

6 Sam Burrows 

6 Lily Jatsek 

6 Frank Pasek 

7 Brooke Barnum 

7 Sally Crist 

7 Mary Jane Opatrny 

8 Jeffrey Mihalich 

8 Dave Stoffer 

9 Laina Culley 

9 Betty Monnin 

10 Valorie Bender 

10 Nora Cooper 

10 Jack Hehr 

10 Allison Hurley 

10 Ryan Shijo 

11 Beth Dadas 

11 Heather Manocchio 

11 Lori Rusterholtz 

12 Trey Shively 

12 Brad Toman 

12 Mark Vastartis 

13 Tanya Palmer 

14 Lue Andree 

14 Aleyna Gambone 

14 Beverly Gooding 

15 Kathy Auble 

15 Becky Gezze 

15 Chuck Gezze 

17 Karin Meyer 

18 Nancy Lundholm 

18 
Sarah Lundholm 
Murphy 

18 Emma Santora 

18 Bob Tschannen 

19 Samuel Donze 

19 Robin Engler 

19 Joan Olszko 

20 Kyle Romance 

20 Roger Wadsworth 

20 Rob Wilson 

21 Grace Auble 

21 Ben King 

21 Mark Robinson 

21 Nathan Robinson 

21 Jill Zawada 

22 Amelia Samblanet 

22 Ann Zupanc 

23 Megan Juniper 

24 Andy Dorman 

24 Caroline Eschbaugh 

24 Cooper Ports 

26 Helen Lee 

26 Christopher Nurre 

26 Bob Snyderwine 

27 Bridget Gee 

28 Oliver Bellone 

28 Bryn Bisco 

29 Kristin Bisco 

29 Jamie Hocutt 

29 Hilary Houff 

30 Pat Neville 

30 Grant Palmer 

31 Andrew Scott 



 

 

Most first time visitors decide if they will return to church long 

before they ever hear a sermon. When they walk through our doors, 

do they feel welcome and safe?  Do they feel recognized and 

accepted?  Can they sense that this is a place where they can belong? 

People who come to church every week need to feel loved and 

cared for, too.  Was someone happy to see them this week?  Were 

they able to hear the service? Were they able to find the resources 

they needed to experience meaningful worship? 

Every worship experience starts with welcome.  Do you want to 

be part of the team creating a warm and genuine welcome for all 

people on Sunday mornings? Have you served as an usher already?  

Do you have questions about ushering—or ideas for doing it well? 

Come to Usher Training on  Thursday, August 25 at 7 pm or 

Sunday, August 28 at 11:15 am!  

God has gifted each of us differently.  Some have the gift of 

hospitality, some a knack for detail, others for organization.  Some 

of us are caring and empathetic.  We are introverts and extroverts.  

No matter your gifts, there are ways you can serve on Sunday 

mornings.  

Reach out to Jaclyn Torres, Office Manager, to learn more! 440-526

-8938 or Jaclyn@brecksvilleumc.com 

What’s going on out there? 

Dominion Energy has begun relocating a gas 

main, drilling under Brecksville Road from 

our parking lot an exit point near St. Basil's. 

This work is preparation for a larger project—

the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District  

Chippewa Creek Bank Stabilization project at 

the Millside Centre.   

They’re currently working Monday through 

Saturdays and the work is expected to 

continue through mid-September.  

Wondering how to reach the church parking 

lot during this work? Fortunately, our parking 

lot extends to Stadium Drive.  There is also 

some parking on Stadium Drive, with a 

church entrance to the second floor. Note 

that Stadium Drive is one way from 

Brecksville Road to the Chamber of 

Commerce building, and can only be accessed 

when traveling south on Brecksville Road. 

Let's lift up a prayer for the people who are 

doing this important work, for their safety 

and for our patience as we navigate the 

obstacles imposed by the work. The 

construction is an inconvenience for us now, 

but necessary for our community!  

Lights, Camera, Action... 

“We need more people!” He was smiling when he said it, but there 

was urgency in his voice.  Our new Technical Media Director, Mike 

Murphy, joined the team in a season of vacations and summer camps. 

He has been learning—and improving—our Sunday morning live 

stream without a full contingent of helpers. As he’s new to our church 

community, he has not yet met all the folks willing to lend a hand. 

If you would be willing to occasionally twist some dials,  click a 

mouse, or put away some cables and equipment on Sunday mornings, 

please reach out to Mike at mike@brecksvilleumc.com  or call or text 

330-734-7284  

And for those who want to learn more, being part of our audio visual 

team is a fantastic way to learn about live video production and gain 

“real world” experience!  If you know a student (or anyone interested 

in audio and video) who would enjoy this opportunity - from our 

church or in our community - please share this article with them!  

mailto:jaclyn@brecksvilleumc.com
mailto:mike@brecksvilleumc.com
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VISIT WWW.BRECKSVILLEUMC.COM FOR DETAILS AND UPDATES 

S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

Classroom 
Antics Tech 

Camp will be 
meeting at the 

church this 
week! 

1 

10 Lectio 
Divina 
6 Cardio  

2 

10 Staff 
1:30 
Communion 
Service,  
Chippewa Pl. 
7 Lectio 

3 

6:30 am 
Breakfast 
 

4 

9:30 
Facebook 
Check In 
7 Sunday 
Morning Task 
Force 

5 

6 Wedding 
Rehearsal 
7 Worship in 
the Woods 

6 

7:30-12:30 
MedWorks 
Clinic at Cole 
Eye Inst. 
2 Church 
Wedding 

7 

8-11 Wiggle 
Room Open 
8:30 Worship 
9:30 Social 
10 Worship 
2 Farewell 
Celebration for 
DS Bailey 

8 

10 Lectio 
Divina 
6 Cardio  
7 Erie Waters 
Flute Concert 
in the 
Sanctuary!  

9 

10 Staff 
Last day to 
sign up for 
the Habitat 
Work Day!  

10 

6:30 
Breakfast 

11 

9:30 
Facebook 
Check In 
 

Paper 
recycling bins 
emptied on 
Thursdays! 

12 

6 Wedding 
Rehearsal 

13 

2:30 Church 
Wedding 
9 am Trike & 
Bike at 
Blossom Hill 
for Pediatric 
Cancer 
Research!  

14 

8-11 Wiggle 
Room Open 
8:30 Worship 
9:30 Social 
10 Worship 

15 

10 Lectio 
Divina 
6 Cardio  

16 

10 Staff 
7 Trustees 

17 

6:30 
Breakfast 

18 

9:30 
Facebook 
Check In 

19 20 

9 Worship in 
the Woods 
9:30 Swim 
Team Car 
Wash 

21 

8-11 Wiggle 
Room Open 
8:30 Worship 
9:30 Social 
10 Worship 

22 

10 Lectio 
Divina 
6 Cardio  

23 

10 Staff 
7 Finance 
7 SPRC 

24 

6:30 
Breakfast 

25 

8:30 Faith 
Build Work 
Day! 
6:30 Choir 
Returns! 
7 Usher Trng 

26 

9:30 UMW 
Board 
Meeting 

27 

28 Backpack 

Blessing 
8-11 Wiggle 
Room Open 
8:30 Worship 
9:30 Social 
10 Worship 
11:15 Usher 
Training 
4 Memorial Svc 
& Reception 

29 

10 Lectio 
Divina 
6 Cardio  

30 

10 Staff 
 
Pastor Barbara 

is in 
Brecksville on  
Tuesdays and 

Thursdays.  

Would you 
enjoy a visit?  

31 

6:30 
Breakfast 

Sunday Scriptures in August 
8/7: Luke 12:32-40 

8/14: Luke 12:49-56 
8/21: Luke 13: 10-17 
8/28: Luke 14:1, 7-14 



 

 Non-Profit 
US Postage 

Paid 
Cleveland, OH 

Permit No. 
928 

Electronic Service Requested 

SUMMER 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Friday 

8 am — 1 pm 

440-526-8938 

office@brecksvilleumc.com 

Open Doors.  
Welcoming all  

of God's children. 

Brecksville United Methodist Church is called 

to the ministry of reconciliation. We embrace 

diversity as a gift. We celebrate our human 

family’s diversity of sexual orientation, gender 

identity, race, ethnicity, age, faith history, 

economic status, marital status, physical and 

mental ability, and education. We affirm that all 

people are created in the image of God and as 

beloved children of God, all are worthy of 

God’s love and grace. We welcome the full 

inclusion of all people in the life and ministries 

of Brecksville United Methodist Church as we 

journey toward reconciliation through Christ. 
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Dear Church Family, 

It is so exciting to be part of Brecksville United Methodist Church. 

Have you seen the smiles on the faces of those who return from a Faith Build work day? 

Did you hear the cheers of 117 children and nearly 50 volunteers participating in 

Vacation Bible School as they filled Gus the Food Bus with 733 pounds of food and 

$407 for our neighbors served by The Emergency Assistance Center? 

Have you been part of our enriching and vibrant worship, on the lawn, in the sanctuary 

or online?   

Did you worship with us online while you were traveling this summer?  (We have people 

joining us from 14 different states!) 

Did you hear about all of the bikes we delivered to friends in need this summer? 

Did you enjoy the Brecksville Home Days in June, and visit our Pie Baking Contest or 

Fishing Booth, like so many in our community did? 

If you are like me, summer days can fill up with vacations and activities, and you forget to make 

your gift to the church. Let me invite you to make your gift to the church’s ministry even in the 

midst of vacations and summer fun.  

There are several ways to do this: 

· Mail your gift to the church at 65 Public Square, Brecksville OH 44141 (need envelopes? Call 

Jaclyn 440-526-8938) 

· Bring your gift to worship or drop it off at the church office.  (Jaclyn is there 8 am—1 pm 

Monday through Friday and Melanie is just down the hall from 7:30—4:30 Monday through 

Thursday.) 

· Give through our secure online portal:  onrealm.org/BrecksvilleMethodist/Give 

· Text “GiveBUMC” and “amount” to 73256 

Have a wonderful summer and thank you for your support of our ministries. 

 

With Care and Thanks, 

 

Eric Louttit 

Chair, Finance Committee 

https://onrealm.org/BrecksvilleMethodist/Give


 

 Notes From our Archives: 
UMW &Youth Project 
  
In 1992, the United Methodist 

Women in Brecksville had several 

Circles. The Aldersgate, the Amendt

-Wyatt, the Asbury-Bremeth, the 

Epworth-Bourne Circle, the 

Morning Circle, the Martha & Mary 

Circle, and the Wesley Circle. Some 

of them focused on Bible studies, 

others did service or craft projects. 

That same year, the United 

Methodist Women had a visit from 

“Bess Truman” as portrayed by 

Esther Cudey. 

Several youth and adult volunteers 

worked at the Appalachia Service 

Project during the summer of 1992. 

They included: Stacy Annes, Denise 

Bertsch, Cindy Bonner, Tony 

Cipolla, Alyssa Ferguson, Jay Fesler, 

David Gordon, Laura Hobzek, 

Bryan Holt, Beth Knowlton, Paul 

Kos, Nick Rajkovich, Rob 

Rechkemmer, Joe Roth, Chase 

Tennant, Camdon Urdzik, and 

Steve Urdzik. Other volunteers 

included: Tony Cipolla, Bill 

Ellenberger, Cheri Gravette, Phil 

Hines, Alex McMaster, Tom Moore, 

Ronnie Rajkovich, Ann Wisner, and 

Jim Winkler. 

Sunday Service Attendance and 

Offering in February 1970 

Our church averaged 574 people 

per Sunday, including two services 

and Church School. More people 

attended the early service that year. 

Church Offerings averaged almost 

$1,400 per week. Expenses included 

current expenses, the building fund, 

and Race Relations, among others. 

- Sharon Judson, Church Historian 

Too Many Zucchini in your garden?   

Share your backyard bounty with the hungry!  

Food Strong, a nonprofit organization fighting food 

insecurities in Cleveland and East Cleveland, has 

expanded its facilities to better serve the community 

and has launched a partnership with Denver-

based Fresh Food Connect—a group connecting 

back yard gardeners with excess produce to hunger relief organizations feeding 

the hungry.   

Fresh Food Connect licenses its technology to hunger relief organizations who 

use the mobile app to coordinate the aggregation of homegrown produce to be 

donated and used to create positive change in the local food system. Individual 

gardeners sign up on the Fresh Food Connect app to donate their backyard 

grown produce that would perhaps otherwise go to waste. Fresh Food Connect 

conveniently helps solve “the zucchini problem” by directing surplus produce 

from garden to hunger relief center, either through a pick-up or drop off 

model, depending on local operations.  

Learn more and download the app at freshfoodconnect.org 

https://freshfoodconnect.org/how-to-get-involved/

