
Worship in God’s cathedral.  Join us on the church lawn Sunday mornings at 8:30

begining May 24 for this unique worship experience under a canopy of trees. The

service includes scripture, prayer and song and Pastor Heidi’s message! Prefer to sleep

in? Join us at 10:30 in the Sanctuary - or anytime online!

A Legacy of Love
There are some people whose presence quietly shapes a 

church for generations. Even after they are gone, their light 

continues to guide us.

Bev Huber’s faithful spirit and steady kindness were woven deeply into the

life of  our congregation. For decades, she shared her gifts with our

children—teaching Sunday School, showing up for Vacation Bible School

year after year, and most especially, guiding our acolytes. For over 40 years,

she gently taught young people how to carry light of  Christ into worship—

how to step forward with care, with reverence, and with confidence. She

was never just teaching them how to light candles—she was showing them

how to be part of  something sacred.

Her impact is still with us. You can see it in the memories of  her held by

now-grown children, and in the deep sense of  belonging she helped create.  

We are grateful to share that her legacy will continue in a new and beautiful

way. Her family has made a generous commitment to donate funds each

year enabling us to rent the picnic shelter for Vacation Bible School. It is a

gift that feels especially fitting—supporting a ministry she loved so dearly,

and ensuring that children will continue to gather, learn, laugh, and grow in

faith together in that special space.

What a gift—to be part of  something that lasts. What a blessing—to know

that love, once given so freely, keeps unfolding in new ways.

As we gather for VBS this summer, we will do so surrounded not only by

the beauty of  creation, but also by the enduring spirit of  someone who

helped shape so many of  our beginnings. Thanks be to God for a life so

generously lived—and for a legacy that continues to shine.

@BrecksvilleUMC May 2026
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CREATING SAFE SPACES TO GROW WITH GOD AND ONE ANOTHER

BRECKSVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,  65 PUBLIC SQUARE,  BVILLE OHIO

THE GOOD WORD

The Gift of Presence is a simple

way to combat loneliness – in

others and in yourself! 

Are you a person who would be

willing reach out to others, to

connect with people who are in

need of  a reminder that their

church family cares about them?

Maybe drop off  a cookie or a large

print devotional at someone’s

home, visit a church friend in

assisted living or pray with

someone over the phone before a

scheduled surgery? This simple

time shared is a priceless gift to the

person you’re visiting - and it will

warm your heart, too! 

If  you have only one hour to share

this year – or if  you are willing to

make visits regularly - you are

needed.  We promise not to ask for

more than you are able to give.

Sign up at BUMCLinks, talk to Anthy

at the welcome table on Sunday or call the

church office: 440-526-8938.

The Gift of Presence: 
Turn One Hour into a Lifelong Blessing

https://forms.gle/i5Kw6Gr9nDgChXFC8
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Pastor’s Column

Continues on next page...

One year ago, we lost someone very special to our 

congregation—our Youth Director and lovely human, Dana Schwendeman.

She was a pro at creating safe spaces for our youth and helping them to feel

supported and loved by our congregation. Over the past year, several of  us

adults have tried to fill Dana’s shoes, spending our Sunday evenings with our

fantastic youth. However, the youth and their parents need someone who is

fully focused on caring for them at this very important time in their lives.

And so, in February, we began a new phase of  our grieving process—

looking for a new Youth Director who would take the safe space Dana

fostered and make it their own. I knew this search was going to be a practice

in patience, because it would take time to find the person who would have

both a strong faith foundation and experience with youth, and be the right

fit for our church and our youth.

After several months, we still hadn’t found the right person, and my prayers

got a little more earnest: “God, I know you love these youth—please bring

us the right person who will reflect your love onto them.” 

Then, Shannon, our Finance Manager, walked into my office and said,

“Pastor Heidi, I have something to ask you and I’m so nervous, I think I’m

going to throw up!” Color me intrigued!

I folded my hands on my desk and patiently waited for her to muster up the

courage to speak. 

“I know it’s a crazy idea, but I would like to be considered for the Youth

Director position,” she said. 

A smile slowly crept across my face, and I thought, “I see you God! The

right person was in front of  us the whole time.” 

When we first interviewed Shannon for the Finance Manager position (a

year and a half  ago), I remember her asking about our youth ministry and

excitedly talking about how she would love to volunteer with Dana. Since

Dana’s passing, Shannon has been a constant presence at youth group—not

because she was asked to be there, but because she wanted to make sure the

youth knew they were supported and loved. 

So when Shannon came into my office and told me that “crazy idea,” my

response to her was, “What about that is crazy?”  

We set up a time to do a phone interview using the same questions I’d asked

all the other candidates.  



Youth Director NamedYouth Director Named

We are happy to announce that Shannon Kantorowski is our new Youth

Director! Shannon joined our staff  as Finance Manager in October 2024,

and will continue in that role while taking on the position of  Youth

Director. She officially began her new title of  Youth Director & Finance

Manager on Sunday, April 19. 

Shannon will continue to spend about 10 hours a week overseeing the

financial activities of  the church, ensuring compliance with financial

regulations, and managing financial risks.

Additionally, she will now spend about 30 hours a week cultivating

meaningful, life-giving relationships with middle and high school students

(grades 6–12). Shannon’s primary responsibilities in this role will be:

Designing and leading opportunities for youth that align with the

church’s mission and values,

Overseeing Confirmation,

Supporting youth by attending extracurricular activities and creating

opportunities for others to do the same,

Encouraging participation in service and justice-oriented

opportunities locally and beyond, and

Engaging with community leaders to build relationships beyond the

church walls.

Shannon brings her experience with small groups, youth, and children’s

ministry from Grace Church, as well as education in child and adolescent

development. She has an undeniable passion for teenagers, deep

theological background, and a love of  questions and wonder that make

her a great fit for this position.

We’re excited to see how Shannon will expand and grow our youth

ministry! 

Join the Property Care Team!
Our church building and grounds are more than just brick and grass

—they are the setting for worship, weddings, and community life. To

keep our home-away-from-home in top shape, Jeff  Hastings and the

Property Care Team are looking for volunteers who love the great

outdoors.  Are you feeling called to lawn care and outdoor

beautification?

Adopt-a-Flower-Bed: Take the lead on weeding and tending one

small, specific patch of  our grounds throughout the growing

season. Work at your own pace as your schedule allows!

The Mowing Rotation: Join a two-person team to mow and

trim. With a full roster, you’ll only be "on duty" a few times this

summer.

Learn more! Reach out to Facilities@BrecksvilleUMC.com Use this label for your bread tag

collection. Bring your tags to the red

cubbie on the first floor!

When that went well, Jenny and I sat down with

her and interviewed her on theology and

curriculum planning. Then, Shannon’s final

interview was with two of  our youth and one youth

parent. While Shannon had wonderful answers

during all of  the interviews, it was the last interview

that was the clincher for me. Once Shannon left the

room, I asked the youth, “What do you think?” and

they said things like, "She's a good amount of

serious—not too serious, but can be serious when

we're having deep conversation." "Funny and

vulnerable—she doesn't use humor to mask

feelings." "I wasn't nervous with her. This felt like

youth group but in a small group!"

And my favorite: "You can tell she actually likes

teenagers!"

We don’t want to lose Shannon’s gifts with finances,

so she will have a new, full-time position combining

both roles: “Youth Director & Finance Manager.”

While we would never imagine hiring someone for

such a… unique position, we cannot deny

Shannon’s God-given gifts in both areas. 

I’m so grateful for this reminder of  God’s presence

and provision. And I’m looking forward to

watching Shannon to grow into this role: taking the

foundation Dana built, making it her own, and

cultivating a space for connection and belonging

for our youth!

Shannon has been a

steady presence at

Youth Group 

...Pastor’s column continues



Vacation Bible School July 6-10
The VBS excitement is building! We

already have 60 children registered for what

is sure to be another incredible week at

Blossom Hill. Our amazing volunteers are

gearing up, plans are coming together, and

we cannot wait for all the fun, faith, and

friendships that VBS brings each summer.

If  you’re planning to join us, be sure to

sign up soon—spaces are filling quickly,

and early registration helps guarantee your

child will receive a VBS t-shirt.

Lifelong Learning for Kids

Birthdays Are For Celebrating!
There is something sacred about making sure everyone gets to feel

celebrated—especially on their birthday. 

Our Do Something Sunday kids (along with their grown-up helpers)

recently took that idea to heart in a tangible way. With joyful energy and

generous spirits, they assembled 53 birthday cake kits to share with

families in our community. Each kit included everything needed to make

a celebration possible: cake mix, frosting, candles, festive plates and

napkins, balloons, and even lemon-lime soda (a clever substitute for oil

and eggs), so that nothing extra would be required.

Of  those, 36 kits were delivered to Broadview Heights Human

Resources/ Lend-A-Hand and 17 kits to The Ann George (formerly The

Parma Heights) Food Pantry. These simple but meaningful packages

ensure that even in seasons when resources are stretched thin, birthdays

can still be filled with sweetness, joy, and a sense of  being deeply loved.

There was laughter as items were packed, care in every detail, and a

shared understanding that what they were creating mattered. Because this

wasn’t just about cake—it was about dignity, celebration, and letting

families know they are seen and valued.

This is what it looks like to be the church in the world: small hands doing

big things, love packed into boxes, and joy multiplied far beyond our

walls.  We are so proud of  our Do Something Sunday kids—and grateful

for the ways they continue to show us how to live out love in action.

Recipe for a Birthday Kit: 1 cake pan with lid, cake mix, can of  soda,

frosting, sprinkles, candles, napkins, plates, baloons and a card. Assemble

and place in a bag with a sweet message drawn on it! 

Confirmation Sunday - May 17, 2026
Celebrate a meaningful milestone in the life of  our church: Confirmation

Sunday, when Micah Carter, Brandon Houff, Addie Knight, and Paige

Noggle will publicly affirm their faith and their place within our church

community.

Over two years, these confirmands have been on a thoughtful, intentional

journey. They have spent time in classes, learning and asking big questions

alongside their teachers. They have met with dedicated mentors, building

relationships and exploring what faith looks like in real life. They have

gathered with Pastor Heidi, engaging in deeper conversations about what it

means to be a United Methodist.

Confirmation is a step into a lifelong journey of  faith, a time for young

people to claim for themselves the promises made at their baptism, to say

yes to God’s love, and to take their place more fully in the life of  the church.

It reminds us all of  the importance of  community—safe space to walk

alongside one another, encourage growth, and make room for questions,

doubt, and discovery.

Join us for Confirmation Sunday and support these kids with the love and

encouragement of  their church family.  We are thankful for the mentors,

teachers, families, and leaders who have walked alongside them, and for the

ways these young people are already shaping the future of  our church.

It truly is one of  the best

weeks of  the summer! More

details and registration 

 at BUMCLinks.com.



Lifelong Learning for Adults & Teens

Imaginative Prayer Group
Lectio Divina gets a new name - and

goes on the road!

A space to gently explore Scripture

with heart, mind, and spirit.

Imaginative prayer is an ancient

way of  praying where we enter a

sacred story using our senses and

curiosity — noticing what we see,

hear, feel, or wonder as we rest in

God’s presence. It’s not about

performing or “getting it right,”

but about making space to

encounter the Spirit in a personal

and meaningful way. 

No experience is necessary. All are

welcome. You are welcome! We

gather at 10:30 am.  

First Monday of  the month at

Chippewa Place. 

All other Mondays at

Brecksville UMC's Chapel

Come as you are — with curiosity,

questions, or simply a desire to

listen more deeply.

Celtic Spirituality
Sundays at 9:30 in the Chapel through May 17

Our journey into Celtic Spirituality continues—there is still more beauty to

uncover, and you are warmly invited to be part of  these final weeks together.

Through May 17, we will keep exploring the rich and grounding themes of  Celtic

spirituality: an awareness of  God’s presence in all of  creation, the rhythm of  daily

sacred practices, and the deep sense of  connection between heaven and earth,

seen and unseen. This has already been a meaningful time of  reflection,

conversation, and discovery—and these last three weeks will gently draw those

threads together.

In our final sessions, we will turn toward themes of  integration and practice—

what does it look like to carry this way of  seeing into our everyday lives? We’ll

reflect on the concept of  thin places, explore blessings and prayers rooted in the

ordinary moments of  life, and consider how we might cultivate a deeper

attentiveness to God in the world around us. There will be space for sharing,

wondering, and grounding these ideas in simple, meaningful practices you can take

with you.

Whether you’ve been with us from the beginning or are just curious to step in for

these final gatherings, you are welcome. Come as you are, and join us as we listen,

learn, and lean into a spirituality that invites us to notice the sacred woven through

it all. We look forward to finishing this journey together.

Celebrating Our 50+ Year Members
May 17 at 10:30

May 17 is shaping up to be a truly special day in the life of  our church—one that

beautifully weaves together generations of  faith.

On that Sunday, as we celebrate our confirmands stepping forward to claim their

faith as their own, we will also honor those among us who have been members of

this congregation for 50 years or more. What a powerful and meaningful

pairing: those just beginning to affirm their place in the church, alongside those

who have lived that commitment out over decades.

These long-time members have helped shape the very foundation of  our

community. Through seasons of  change and growth, they have shown up, served,

worshiped, and loved—quietly building the church that our confirmands are now

stepping into. Their faithfulness is a gift, and their stories are part of  the sacred

thread that connects past, present, and future.

We will mark the occasion with a simple time of  fellowship—a small reception

before or after the service (details to come!). Whether it’s cookies, cupcakes, or

something in between, the heart of  it will be the chance to gather, celebrate, and

give thanks together. (Email Jenny@BrecksvilleUMC.com if  you can help!)

It’s not often that we get to so clearly see the full arc of  a faith community in one

moment—but this will be one of  those days. Join us as we honor where we’ve

been, celebrate where we are, and look ahead to where God is leading us next.

Are you a 50 year member? Let us know if  you’ll be able to join us that

day!  Email Hello@BrecksvilleUMC.com or call 440-526-8938.



Tuesday,  May 19 -  6 :30  -  8  pm

Join  BBHPride  in  a  non-

judgementa l  space  to  learn  how

you can do more  to  act ive ly

suppor t  our  LGBTQ+

communi ty !  Al lysh ip  i s  more

than jus t  f r iendship  — i t ’s  about

act ion ,  advocacy,  and he lp ing  to

create  t r u ly  inc lus ive  spaces.  

This  powerfu l  workshop offers :

•  Backg round infor mat ion

regard ing LGBTQ+ topics  and

inc lus ive  l anguage

•  Educat ion and interact ive

sess ions  to  he lp  you deepen

your  own se l f -  awareness  and

unders tanding

•  Pract ica l  ways  to  advocate  for

our  LGBTQ+ fr iends,  fami ly

and ne ighbors

•  Act ion i tems to  he lp  you s tand

in  so l idar i ty  and he lp  make

change

Al l  who are  in teres ted in

creat ing  a  more  jus t  and

inc lus ive  wor ld  for  a l l  of  God’s

ch i ldren are  welcome!

May 19– Soc ia l  Ju s t i c e  f o r  t h e  S en s i t i v e  Sou l :  How t o

Chang e  th e  Wor ld  in  Qui e t  Ways  –  Dorcas  Cheng-Tozun 

June 16– Ever yday  Ubun tu  –  Mungi  Ng omane

Ju ly  21– Chi ldren’s  books  -  see  l i s t  on our  webs i te !

August  18-   A Fai th  o f  Many  Rooms :  Inhab i t i n g  a  Mor e

Spa c i ou s  Chr i s t i an i t y  –  Debie  Thomas

Sensory Inclusion Training

Expanding Connections Book Club
Are you looking for a way to deepen your faith 

through diverse perspectives and meaningful 

conversation? Consider the Expanding Connection Book Club, a

unique monthly gathering for Methodists in Ohio Land. It’s a safe space

for lifelong learners to explore stories of  equality and inclusion. In lively

Zoom discussions, you’ll have the opportunity to build connection with

fellow United Methodists across the state and to foster empathy and

peace through the power of  diverse world stories. Whether you’re a

lifelong bookworm or looking for a new way to engage with the broader

church, all are welcome, even if  you haven't finished the month's

selection! 

Here are some of  the upcoming titles. Get a copy from your local library,

bookseller, or through our BookShop link:

COURAGEOUS INCLUSION

In June, we have two special opportunities to share the good news that

God’s love is for everyone.

Pride in the CLE, Saturday June 6:  This year,  Rev. Dr. Israel (Izzy)

Alvaran, Director of  United Methodist Connections, will be joining

BUMC and other Northeast Ohio United Methodist Churches in

the march!

Pride Fest 26, Saturday, June 27: Our local celebration filled with

pride, food, entertainment, & community at the Broadview Heights

City Campus & Amphitheater

We want every person who walks through our 

doors to feel truly at home, yet for many with sensory needs, a

Sunday morning can feel overwhelming. By completing a quick, free,

30-minute online training, you’ll learn simple ways to recognize

sensory struggles and offer the kind of  support that ensures no one

has to stay away from worship or events at the church.  (Added

bonus: you’ll get a cool certificate of  completion!) Learn more and

start today at BUMCLinks.com.

Save the Dates!

Learn more and register at BUMCLinks.com!

https://bookshop.org/lists/expanding-connections-book-club
https://brecksvilleumc.com/expanding-connections/


Last year, Brecksville UMC’s incredible generosity raised $6,209 for

camp scholarships. This year, the need has doubled—and so has our

opportunity for impact.

We are partnering with Re:Source Cleveland and their after-school

program, Corner 65, to send 25 students to Camp Asbury in Hiram,

Ohio. For these youth—many of  whom are navigating the transition to

a new country—a week of  sleep-away camp is a life-changing chance to

build confidence, find belonging, and simply be a kid.

The Goal: No one left behind

The cost of  camp tuition, transportation, and essential gear (like

sleeping bags and toiletries) are things that these newcomer families

can’t afford.  But the memories and experiences camp provides are

priceless!

How You Can Help

Full Sponsorship ($500): Cover the entire cost for one student.

Co-Sponsorship ($100-$250): Join with others to send a camper.

Camp Essentials ($50–$100): Help provide the supplies needed for

a week in the woods.

Your gift is immediate and visible. You aren't just funding a program;

you are providing a seat on the bus and a spot by the campfire for a

child who wouldn't otherwise get to go.

To Give: Text “GiveBUMC Kids2Camp” to give online or note

“Kids2Camp” on your cash or check gift.

DETERMINED SERVICE

Serve at Lakeview Cemetery
More than 9,000 veterans are buried at Lake View Cemetery. Let’s honor their

memory by joining hundreds of  other volunteers to place flags at their graves.

Matt & Kathy Auble are organizing a  group from our church to help on

Friday, May 22 at 10 am. Want to be part of  it?  Matt says, “We will meet at

the building at the bottom of  Daffodil Hill. If  you would like to carpool, let

us know!”  Register your interest at BUMClinks, or reach out to Matt or

Kathy. Matt says, “Who knows?  You might be putting a flag on the grave of

the only Revolutionary War veteran residing at Lakeview Cemetery. If  not,

we’ll lead you to it!” Sign up at BUMCLinks.com

BUMC at the Book Bank
The Cleveland Kids’ Book Bank is

working to ensure all kids in Greater

Cleveland have books to build their

own home libraries and we can help!

On odd months this year (January,

March, May, etc.) we are organizing

teams to help sort books at the book

bank.  

Our next date is Saturday, May 2

a family sorting day for ages ages

8 and up with their adults.  We’ll

carpool from the church at 9 am or

you can meet us at the Book Bank

(13913 West Parkway Rd.

Cleveland).  Everyone’s welcome but

registration with the Book Bank is

required! 

We also have a donation bin at the

church for gently used or new kids

books.

https://clevelandkidsbookbank.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=89276
https://clevelandkidsbookbank.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=89276


EXPLORING HISTORY

Join us for a morning aboard the Cuyahoga Valley

Scenic Railroad!  Board train at Peninsula at 10

oclock. Travel to Akron and back to Peninsula Arrive

12:20.  $18 round trip

EVERYONE WELCOME

Lunch optional at Winking Lizard

 

Sign up in the parlor 

Questions contact Kathy Sopka 

 Lunch optional after trip.

Email UWF@BrecksvilleUMC.com

Radicle Methodism: Early Roots Thursday May 7

Fellowship at 9:30/ Program at 10AM

Our Radical Methodism study will wrap up on

Thursday, May 7. This meaningful series has invited us

to explore the roots of  our Methodist tradition and

consider what it means to live out a bold, justice-

centered faith today. As we gather for our final session,

we’ll reflect on what we’ve learned and how we’re

being called to carry it forward. All are welcome to

join us for this closing conversation.

If  you have ever been to Euclid Beach or want to learn

about its history come to the UWF May 7 meeting at

9:30 in the Parlor when our speaker will be Richard

Wiskins an expert on Euclid Beach history

ALL ABOARD!
Sign up for June Train Ride!

ASBURY BREMETH CIRCLE

May 6-10 only!  Support ministries helping women,

children and youth with a purchase of an electronic

gift card to a local favorite, Creekside Restaurant &

Tavern.  A percentage of each purchase benefits the

UWF Mission Fund.  Find instructions at

BUMCLinks.com or see Anthy at church on Sunday!

DINE OUT FOR MISSIONS!

Since 1975, Womankind has been walking with women

along the journey of  pregnancy and beyond by

providing free prenatal care, personal support, and

social services in a caring and non-judgmental

environment. Eve Circle will support this work with a

May Donation Drive for pregnant and parenting

mothers. 

Eve Circle is hosting a baby shower for Womankind on

Tuesday, May 12.  Bring your unwrapped gift to the

meeting. If  you can't make it to the meeting but want to

help, drop your donation in the bin outside the

coatroom near Fellowship Hall. 

Most needed items:

• (new or gently used) current season clothing, newborn

to 2T

• diapers, sizes 2 - 6

• wipes 

• baby socks

• reusable tote bags

• baby formula: Gentlease, Enfamil and Similac 

• baby lotion, baby shampoo and baby wash  

Tuesday, May 12 

at 6:30 in the Parlor 

BIKES WANTED!
Our bike ministry team is on a roll!  In the past six

months alone, they have redistributed 87 bikes and are

now in need of  more bikes to fix. If  you have a bike you

have outgrown or no longer use, please consider bringing

it to church to help get spokes to folks!

Recent deliveries to the Boys

& Girls Club of Cleveland 



As a new member of  the Leadership Board, I wanted to share a bit

about my experience thus far.

Being asked to serve on the Leadership Board is truly an honor, and

the decision to accept a three-year position is not something to take

lightly. I spent time thinking and praying about it.

At first, I came up with many reasons to say no. I questioned whether I

had enough time—the weeks pass quickly, and I’m always surprised at

how fast Friday arrives. I also found myself  comparing who has served

and who is currently serving, wondering if  I could “measure up.” What

could a retired music therapist offer? Financial matters are not my

strength, personnel policies feel beyond my expertise, and building

management is not an area I know well.

Ultimately, I realized that many who serve are doing so while working

full-time and raising children. Being retired, I felt I could surely find

the time. I was also encouraged by others: “There is a lot of  work, but

with everyone doing their part, you will find it manageable.” Another

member shared, “It’s truly meaningful and good work—I will miss

being part of  it when my time is up.”

I’ve learned that responsibilities are shared—some focus on personnel

policies, others on the financial well-being of  the church, and others on

contracts and the care of  our buildings and grounds. Each person

contributes in their own way.

There is a quote by Elizabeth Cady Stanton that has resonated with me

for years, and through prayer it came back to me: “Nature never

repeats herself, and the possibilities of  one human soul will never be

found in another.”

When we come together and truly believe that each of  us has been

created with unique possibilities, gifts, and talents to share for the

purpose of  growing with God and with one another, we begin to let go

of  the question of  whether we are worthy or skilled enough. Instead,

we simply come, we serve, and we trust that what we bring is enough

—and that it matters.

With gratitude for all of  you and the opportunity to serve and grow

with you,

-Brenda Calovini

LEADERSHIP BOARD & MORE

Nature Never Repeats Herself

Our 2026 Leadership Board - Kathy

Louttit (chair), 

Brian Bendlak, Brenda Calovini, 

Matt Gabor, Michael Houff, 

Alan Scheufler, Tracy Scott, 

Maria Shurik, Deb Watkins, 

Rev. Heidi Welch. 

“Nature‌ never
repeats herself,

and the
possibilities of

one human soul
will never be

found in
another.” 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton



Reach out with a prayer and a note,

call or text each week this month! 

Week of May 17

Stan & Marilyn Demoor

Have a new address

King Bruweart House

Garden Unit #102

6101 S. County Line Rd.

Burr Ridge, IL 60527 

Nominate someone who could use a reminder

that they are loved and kept in prayer!  

Email Prayer@brecksvilleumc.com

Week of May 3

Nancy Lee

It’s her birthday this week!

9226 Glenwood Trl

Brecksville, OH 44141-2504

Week of May 10

Bill Rittman

It’s his birthday this week!

200 Laurel Lake Dr Apt E373

Hudson, OH 44236-2181

Week of May 24

Paul Frank

Has a new address

1529 N Crater Ave Apt 58H

Dover, OH 44622-9527

BIRTHDAYS

Brecksville UMC is a thriving community of faith because

of people like you! We thank God for each of you every

day, and pause in this space to say a public thanks for just a

few of you for the many ways you help saturate our

community with connection and belonging.  People like

 *If you would like to be added to - or to opt out of - the monthly birthday list,

please email melanie@brecksvilleumc.com

--01 Carissa Spitzer

--01 Bennett Skoda

--02 Karen Pace

--02 Cindy Krause

--02 Tracy Adanich

--03 Shelby Olszko

--03 Hannah Botzman

--04 Mary McHenry

--05 Sandie Meyer

--06 Suzanne Blatnik

--08 Lori Pasek

--08 Stephanie Holmes

--08 Grace Donathan

--09 Jenny Gee

--09 Scott Hastings

--10 Nancy Lee

--10 Jack Drescher

--10 Sandy Kovalik

--10 Russell Goodwin

--10 Alison Bell

--11 Bill Rittman

--11 Frank Ludwig

--11 Addy Pribble

--12 Doug Hurst

--12 Chris Wygonski

--14 Danielle Fisher

--14 Nora Culley

--14 Wyatt Slifcak

--15 Melanie Smith

--15 Phillip Long

--15 Noah Stacher

--16 Harry Fox

--16 Donald Rickert

--16 Lauren Sendrey

--17 Lynn Hobzek

--18 Emily Kotnik

--19 Michael Paroda

--20 Kirk Robinson

--20 Ryan Wilson

--20 Emma Vastartis

--20 Lulu Pena

--21 Edward Gugliucci

--21 Emily Miller

--21 Aneira Watkins

--21 Bryn Watkins

--21 Connor Mathewson

--22 Mark Hobzek

--22 Brian Culley

--22 Alex Shurik

--23 Michael Lee

--23 Nathan Hudacek

--23 Gavin Bendlak

--24 Taylor Kwiatkowski

--24 Guinevere Pace

--25 Kathy Sopka

--25 Alan Scheufler

--25 Gabrielle Croes

--25 Clifford Diemer

--26 Catherine Vastartis

--26 Alison Rickert

--27 Ash Welch

--27 Jack Neville

--27 Don Krolikowski

--27 Marla Knight

--27 Hallie McDonough

--28 Dan Spitzer

--28 Matt Lyons

--28 Kate Burrows

--29 James Dombos

--30 Mia Noggle

--30 Ava Pawlak

--31 Clark Rechkemmer

--31 Theo Burgstahler

--31 Griffin Hricko

Week of May 31

Clark Rechkemmer

It’s his birthday this week!

800 Lakeside Cir Apt 1503

Pompano Beach, FL 33060-7720

Maggie Jones who quietly serves behind the scenes, recording Sunday worship

attendance. This data helps our ministry connect and grow. Thank you Miss

Maggie! Eric Louttit is bringing his gift for numbers and finance to the Capital

Campaign Work Group. We’re thankful for his leadership, along with the gifts

of Alan Scheulfer and Brian Pickering - we’re in good hands! A warm welcome

on Palm Sunday, Holy Week Services and Easter Morning was made possible

by  a list of names that would fill pages of this newsletter.  You know who you

are. You are a blessing! A special shout out to Jim Fredrick who mans the lights

with precision on Good Friday, helping to create a powerful and holy worship

experience for all. The future is in good hands because of young people like

Lilly Jatsek and Gavin Bendlak whose poise and thoughtfulness were essential

in interviewing and choosing our new Youth Director.  And a special shout out

to Jeff Hastings whose Friday night dinner plans were interrupted by an

accidental fire alarm pull at the church.  Thanks for being there, Jeff! 



MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

Happy
Birthday,
Melanie!

9:30 UWF 
Board Meeting

10 Volunteer at
Lakeview
Cemetery

Find calendar updates at www.BrecksvilleUMC.com/calendar

6

13

20

10:30 
Imaginative
Prayer at
Chippewa Plc.

10:30 Im.Prayer
6:30 BBH Pride
Parent Group
7 Composting
Workshop

10:30 Staff Mtg
2 Mission Food
6:30 Eve Circle
Baby Shower
for Womankind
7 Saving Grace

7 Breakfast
7 Capital
Campaign
Work Group

7 Breakfast

9:30 UWF
10 Zoom Sm Grp
6:30 Choir
7 Small Group
:30 Leadership
Board
8 Band

10 Zoom Sm Grp
6:30 Choir
7 Small Group
8 Band

1 2

3 4 5

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

7 8 9

10 11 12 14 15 16

17 18 19 21 22 23
10 Stitch’n’Time
10:30 Staff Mtg
2 Mission Food
5-8 Sew4Good
6:30 BBH Pride
Allyship Training
7 Book Club
7 Saving Grace

8:30 Worship
9:30 Classes
10:30 Worship
5:30 Youth Group
5:30 Small Group

7 Breakfast

              to
submit news
for the June
Newsletter!

9 - Noon, 
Bike Fix It Day!8:30 Worship

9:30 Classes/
Confirmation
Rehearsal
10:30 Worship
5:30 Youth Group
5:30 Small Group

10:30
Imaginative
Prayer

10:30 Staff Mtg
2 Mission Food
2:30 Chippewa
Communion
7 Saving Grace

Leadership B
oard

Reports are 
due!

24 25 26 27 28
8:30 Worship
9:30 Classes
10:30 Worship
11:45 Pumpkin
Patch Meeting
5:30 Youth Group
5:30 Small Group

10:30 Staff Mtg
2 Mission Food
7 Saving Grace

10 Zoom Sm Grp
6:30 Choir
7 Small Group
8 Band

7 Breakfast 10 Zoom Sm Grp
10 Newsletter
Production Party
7 EngageGCC
7 Small Group

Communion

29 30

8:30 Worship
9:30 Classes
10:30 Worship 
5:30 Youth Group
5:30 Small Group

UWF Sunday &

Confirmation/50
Year Celebration

31

11-3 Church
Wedding

Happy
Birthday, 
Jenny &
Scott!

BUMC at CLE
Kids’ Book
Bank

9 Plant Sale

Grad Sunday
8:30 Worship
9:30 Classes
10:30 Worship
5:30 Youth Group
5:30 Small Group

We became a
reconciling church

May 11, 2014

1 2 3 4 5 6

Pride in the CLE

Church Office

Closed

Mother’s Day
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440-526-8938

info@brecksvilleumc.com 

Welcoming all 

of God's children. 

Brecksville United Methodist Church is called

to the ministry of reconciliation. We embrace

diversity as a gift. We celebrate our human

family’s diversity of sexual orientation, gender

identity, race, ethnicity, age, faith history,

economic status, marital status, physical and

mental ability, and education. We affirm that

all people are created in the image of God and

as beloved children of God, all are worthy of

God’s love and grace. We welcome the full

inclusion of all people in the life and

ministries of Brecksville United Methodist

Church as we journey toward reconciliation

through Christ. 

You are wanted, welcome, expected and 

accepted here, exactly as you are.

Join The BUMC Street Sign Team!

There are lots of  ways to help!  Which of

these needs would be a fit for your gifts?

Help dream up messages of inspiration

and invitation.

Change out the letters.

Tend to the sign and the flower bed

around it.

Tina Mihalek is leading the way. Talk to her or

reach out to the office for her contact info!
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	May 2026
	The Gift of Presence:  Turn One Hour into a Lifelong Blessing
	Worship in God’s cathedral.  Join us on the church lawn Sunday mornings at 8:30 begining May 24 for this unique worship experience under a canopy of trees. The service includes scripture, prayer and song and Pastor Heidi’s message! Prefer to sleep in? Join us at 10:30 in the Sanctuary - or anytime online!
	CREATING SAFE SPACES TO GROW WITH GOD AND ONE ANOTHER
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	Submission deadline  3rd WEDNESDAY monthly Editor, Melanie Smith  melanie@brecksvilleumc.com
	Pastor’s Column
	One year ago, we lost someone very special to our  congregation—our Youth Director and lovely human, Dana Schwendeman. She was a pro at creating safe spaces for our youth and helping them to feel supported and loved by our congregation. Over the past year, several of us adults have tried to fill Dana’s shoes, spending our Sunday evenings with our fantastic youth. However, the youth and their parents need someone who is fully focused on caring for them at this very important time in their lives.
	And so, in February, we began a new phase of our grieving process—looking for a new Youth Director who would take the safe space Dana fostered and make it their own. I knew this search was going to be a practice in patience, because it would take time to find the person who would have both a strong faith foundation and experience with youth, and be the right fit for our church and our youth.
	After several months, we still hadn’t found the right person, and my prayers got a little more earnest: “God, I know you love these youth—please bring us the right person who will reflect your love onto them.”  Then, Shannon, our Finance Manager, walked into my office and said, “Pastor Heidi, I have something to ask you and I’m so nervous, I think I’m going to throw up!” Color me intrigued!
	I folded my hands on my desk and patiently waited for her to muster up the courage to speak.
	“I know it’s a crazy idea, but I would like to be considered for the Youth Director position,” she said.
	A smile slowly crept across my face, and I thought, “I see you God! The right person was in front of us the whole time.”
	When we first interviewed Shannon for the Finance Manager position (a year and a half ago), I remember her asking about our youth ministry and excitedly talking about how she would love to volunteer with Dana. Since Dana’s passing, Shannon has been a constant presence at youth group—not because she was asked to be there, but because she wanted to make sure the youth knew they were supported and loved.
	So when Shannon came into my office and told me that “crazy idea,” my response to her was, “What about that is crazy?”
	We set up a time to do a phone interview using the same questions I’d asked all the other candidates.
	Senior Pastor Rev. Heidi Welch  Pastor@brecksvilleumc.com
	Education Director Jenny Gee  Jenny@brecksvilleumc.com
	Director of Youth Ministry Finance Manager Shannon Kantorowski  Shannon@brecksvilleumc.com
	Wiggle Room Coordinator Matthew Botzman Matthew@brecksvilleumc.com
	Director of Music Ministry Machala Comenschek-Slike Machala@brecksvilleumc.com
	Organist/Accompanist  Sean Brown  Sean@brecksvilleumc.com
	Communication & Connection Melanie Smith Melanie@BrecksvilleUMC.com
	Office Manager Anthy Morgan-Imes  Anthy@brecksvilleumc.com
	Facilities Managers Jeff & Scott Hastings Jeff@BrecksvilleUMC.com
	Continues on next page...
	Join the Property Care Team!
	Learn more! Reach out to Facilities@BrecksvilleUMC.com


	Lifelong Learning for Kids
	Lifelong Learning for Adults & Teens
	Are you a 50 year member? Let us know if you’ll be able to join us that day!  Email Hello@BrecksvilleUMC.com or call 440-526-8938.

	COURAGEOUS INCLUSION
	DETERMINED SERVICE
	How You Can Help
	EXPLORING HISTORY

	ALL ABOARD!
	Sign up for June Train Ride!
	DINE OUT FOR MISSIONS!
	ASBURY BREMETH CIRCLE
	Tuesday, May 12  at 6:30 in the Parlor
	Since 1975, Womankind has been walking with women along the journey of pregnancy and beyond by providing free prenatal care, personal support, and social services in a caring and non-judgmental environment. Eve Circle will support this work with a May Donation Drive for pregnant and parenting mothers.
	Eve Circle is hosting a baby shower for Womankind on Tuesday, May 12.  Bring your unwrapped gift to the meeting. If you can't make it to the meeting but want to help, drop your donation in the bin outside the coatroom near Fellowship Hall.
	Most needed items: • (new or gently used) current season clothing, newborn to 2T • diapers, sizes 2 - 6 • wipes  • baby socks • reusable tote bags • baby formula: Gentlease, Enfamil and Similac  • baby lotion, baby shampoo and baby wash  
	Recent deliveries to the Boys & Girls Club of Cleveland




	“Nature never repeats herself, and the possibilities of one human soul will never be found in another.”
	Our 2026 Leadership Board - Kathy Louttit (chair),  Brian Bendlak, Brenda Calovini,  Matt Gabor, Michael Houff,  Alan Scheufler, Tracy Scott,  Maria Shurik, Deb Watkins,  Rev. Heidi Welch.
	LEADERSHIP BOARD & MORE
	Nature Never Repeats Herself
	As a new member of the Leadership Board, I wanted to share a bit about my experience thus far.
	Being asked to serve on the Leadership Board is truly an honor, and the decision to accept a three-year position is not something to take lightly. I spent time thinking and praying about it.
	At first, I came up with many reasons to say no. I questioned whether I had enough time—the weeks pass quickly, and I’m always surprised at how fast Friday arrives. I also found myself comparing who has served and who is currently serving, wondering if I could “measure up.” What could a retired music therapist offer? Financial matters are not my strength, personnel policies feel beyond my expertise, and building management is not an area I know well.
	Ultimately, I realized that many who serve are doing so while working full-time and raising children. Being retired, I felt I could surely find the time. I was also encouraged by others: “There is a lot of work, but with everyone doing their part, you will find it manageable.” Another member shared, “It’s truly meaningful and good work—I will miss being part of it when my time is up.”
	I’ve learned that responsibilities are shared—some focus on personnel policies, others on the financial well-being of the church, and others on contracts and the care of our buildings and grounds. Each person contributes in their own way.
	There is a quote by Elizabeth Cady Stanton that has resonated with me for years, and through prayer it came back to me: “Nature never repeats herself, and the possibilities of one human soul will never be found in another.”
	When we come together and truly believe that each of us has been created with unique possibilities, gifts, and talents to share for the purpose of growing with God and with one another, we begin to let go of the question of whether we are worthy or skilled enough. Instead, we simply come, we serve, and we trust that what we bring is enough—and that it matters.
	With gratitude for all of you and the opportunity to serve and grow with you,
	-Brenda Calovini
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	Leadership Board Reports are due!
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	SATURDAY
	BUMC at CLE Kids’ Book Bank
	Communion
	8:30 Worship 9:30 Classes 10:30 Worship  5:30 Youth Group 5:30 Small Group

	UWF Sunday &
	Mother’s Day
	8:30 Worship 9:30 Classes/ Confirmation Rehearsal 10:30 Worship 5:30 Youth Group 5:30 Small Group

	Confirmation/50 Year Celebration
	8:30 Worship 9:30 Classes 10:30 Worship 5:30 Youth Group 5:30 Small Group
	8:30 Worship 9:30 Classes 10:30 Worship 11:45 Pumpkin Patch Meeting 5:30 Youth Group 5:30 Small Group
	10:30  Imaginative Prayer at Chippewa Plc.
	10:30 Staff Mtg 2 Mission Food 2:30 Chippewa Communion 7 Saving Grace
	10:30 Im.Prayer 6:30 BBH Pride Parent Group 7 Composting Workshop
	10:30 Imaginative Prayer

	Church Office Closed
	10:30 Staff Mtg 2 Mission Food 6:30 Eve Circle Baby Shower for Womankind 7 Saving Grace
	10 Stitch’n’Time 10:30 Staff Mtg 2 Mission Food 5-8 Sew4Good 6:30 BBH Pride Allyship Training 7 Book Club 7 Saving Grace
	10:30 Staff Mtg 2 Mission Food 7 Saving Grace
	7 Breakfast 7 Capital Campaign Work Group
	7 Breakfast
	7 Breakfast
	to submit news for the June Newsletter!
	7 Breakfast
	9:30 UWF 10 Zoom Sm Grp 6:30 Choir 7 Small Group :30 Leadership Board 8 Band
	11-3 Church Wedding
	9 Plant Sale
	Happy Birthday,  Jenny & Scott!
	10 Zoom Sm Grp 6:30 Choir 7 Small Group 8 Band

	Happy Birthday, Melanie!
	9 - Noon,  Bike Fix It Day!
	10 Zoom Sm Grp 6:30 Choir 7 Small Group 8 Band
	10 Zoom Sm Grp 10 Newsletter Production Party 7 EngageGCC 7 Small Group
	9:30 UWF  Board Meeting
	10 Volunteer at Lakeview Cemetery


	Grad Sunday
	8:30 Worship 9:30 Classes 10:30 Worship 5:30 Youth Group 5:30 Small Group

	Pride in the CLE
	Find calendar updates at www.BrecksvilleUMC.com/calendar

	Church Office Hours
	Sunday 9 - 1 pm Monday - Thursday 9 to 3 pm
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	Join The BUMC Street Sign Team!
	There are lots of ways to help!  Which of these needs would be a fit for your gifts?
	Help dream up messages of inspiration and invitation.
	Change out the letters.
	Tend to the sign and the flower bed around it.
	Tina Mihalek is leading the way. Talk to her or reach out to the office for her contact info!



	Open Doors.
	Welcoming all  of God's children.
	Brecksville United Methodist Church is called to the ministry of reconciliation. We embrace diversity as a gift. We celebrate our human family’s diversity of sexual orientation, gender identity, race, ethnicity, age, faith history, economic status, marital status, physical and mental ability, and education. We affirm that all people are created in the image of God and as beloved children of God, all are worthy of God’s love and grace. We welcome the full inclusion of all people in the life and ministries of Brecksville United Methodist Church as we journey toward reconciliation through Christ.



